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Zacchaeus Sunday 
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Luke 19:1-10 

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus, 

which was the chief among the publicans, and he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he 

was; and could not for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and climbed 

up into a sycomore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the 

place, he looked up, and saw him, and said unto him, Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; 

for today I must abide at thy house. And he made haste, and came down, and received him 

joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, That he was gone to be guest with a 

man that is a sinner. And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord: Behold, Lord, the half of my 

goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken anything from any man by false accusation, I restore 

him fourfold. And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he 

also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
(KJV) 

 

           The arrival of Zacchaeus Sunday each year signals the approach of Great Lent and the 

journey to Pascha. The Church prepares believers gradually to participate in the Lenten journey. 

           This is a day to begin to orient the heart, mind and soul toward the coming of Great Lent 

and Pascha. Now is the time to increase interest in the Lord Jesus Christ and to draw closer to 

Christ. 

 Zacchaeus was a sinner with interest in seeing the Lord Jesus Christ. He exhibited a 

readiness to change his ways. Zacchaeus was a rich man of action. He put forth the effort to climb 

the sycamore tree so that he could see Jesus. 

 To demonstrate his good faith Zacchaeus was willing to give half of his goods to the poor 

and to restore fourfold to anyone he deceived. Everyone attentive to the Gospel can learn from 

Zacchaeus and take action to repent. 

      The journey to Pascha and to eternal life can feel very long. Repentance is expected of 

believers. The Gospel lessons guide believers on the journey to Pascha, to the heavenly Kingdom 

and to eternal life. 

       Jesus Christ noticed Zacchaeus in the sycamore tree and called Zacchaeus to come closer. 

Jesus wanted to bring salvation to Zacchaeus’ house. The Gospel makes clear that Jesus came to 

save the lost. 
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       When sinners take action to draw closer to Jesus, Jesus invites and draws the person closer. 

Today is a day to draw closer to Jesus Christ as did Zacchaeus. Now is the time to experience 

salvation in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 The Gospel intends change in believers. The Gospel enriches and nourishes the believer’s 

soul for beneficial change to occur. God’s Church proclaims the Gospel at each Divine Liturgy 

with wisdom rooted in the ages. 

 Believers are expected to grow in Christ from the time of Baptism until departure from this 

life. The cycle of liturgical life in the Church offers a proven structural experience for the life in 

Jesus Christ. 

 Believers benefit by ordering personal life in the liturgical life of the Church. 

Heeding the opportunities for nourishment and repentance keep the believer on the narrow path 

to the Heavenly Kingdom and eternal life. 

 Every believer is expected to prepare for Jesus’s Second Coming and the Final Judgment. 

Daily actions create the record for the final judgment. Willingness to reject sin and repent 

determines whether eternal life is experienced. 

          Today is a turning point in direction in God’s Holy Church. The movement toward Great 

Lent is small and subtle. The Church moves as a whole around the world toward the approach of 

Pascha. 

 The journey to Pascha is deeply rooted in the Church. Interest and use of the believer’s 

mind determines the value ascribed to salvation of the soul and interest in eternal life. 

 Events in daily life can cloud personal judgment. Daily stresses of life can consume the 

believer’s attention. Jesus Christ is the bright light to guide the believer through all of life’s 

struggles and challenges. 

 Hunger in the soul will draw the believer toward Christ. Daily decisions determine whether 

the person will put fort the effort as did Zacchaeus to get a close look at Christ and to become 

more visible to Christ. 

 Zacchaeus Sunday is about a small man whose stature in Christ was elevated by Christ 

entering his house. Believers learn from Zacchaeus that when effort is made to draw near to Jesus, 

life improves dramatically. 

 Each person can take action to correct personal wrongs in relationships and transactions. 

Zacchaeus is an inspiring example for beneficial change in life. The Lord Jesus Christ brings 

unexpected joy to sinners seeking to repent. 

        Zacchaeus Sunday has an impact around the world and through the centuries. Zacchaeus 

Sunday is the Lord Jesus Christ at work through the Church to transform believers. 

 Zacchaeus Sunday merits serious attention. The present time is important in life. The 

present is the time of life guaranteed. Yesterday is gone. Tomorrow is not for certain. 

 Jesus Christ welcomes sinners today. Today is the day to reject sin. Today is the day to 

repent. Today is the day to exert the effort to draw closer to Jesus Christ. 

Welcoming Jesus Christ into the home today opens the opportunity for great joy. 

Zacchaeus Sunday. Venerable Mother Xenia of Rome. Holy Martyr Bablyas of Sicily. January 

24/February 6, 2022. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania.  

                                                                           Father Rodney Torbic 
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WRITINGS OF SAINT NECTARIOS OF AEGINA 
Selected Passages From the Writings of Orthodox Saints, Compiled by Father Demetrios Serfes 

Christianity. 
 

 
Christian religion is not a certain philosophic system, about which learned men, trained in 

metaphysical studies, argue and then either espouse or reject, according to the opinion each one 

has formed. It is faith, established in the souls of men, which ought to be spread to the many 

and be maintained in their consciousness. 

There are truths in Christianity that are above out intellectual comprehension, incapable of being 

grasped by the finite mind of man. Our intellect takes cognizance of them, becomes convinced of 

their reality, and testifies about their supernatural existence. 

Christianity is a religion of revelation. The Divine reveals its glory only to those who have been 

perfected through virtue. Christianity teaches perfection through virtue and demands that its 

followers become holy and perfect. It disapproves of and opposes those who are under the 

influence of the imagination. He who is truly perfect in virtue becomes through Divine help 

outside the flesh and the world, and truly enters another, spiritual world; not, however, through 

the imagination, but through the effulgence of Divine grace. Without grace, without revelation, 

no man, even the most virtuous, can transcend the flesh and the world. 
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God reveals Himself to the humble, who live in accordance with virtue. Those who take up the 

wings of the imagination attempt the flight of Ikaros and have same end. Those who harbor 

fantasies do not pray; for he that prays lifts his mind and heart towards God, whereas he that turns 

to fantasies diverts himself. Those who are addicted to the imagination have withdrawn from 

God's grace and from the realm of Divine revelation. They have abandoned the heart in which 

grace is revealed and have surrendered themselves to the imagination, which is devoid of all 

grace. It is only the heart that receives knowledge about things that are not apprehended by the 

senses, because God, Who dwells and moves within it, speaks within it and reveals to it the 

substance of things hoped for. 

SEEK GOD daily. But seek Him in your heart, not outside it. And when you find Him, stand with 

fear and trembling, like the Cherubim and the Seraphim, for your heart has become a throne of 

God. But in order to find God, become humble as dust before the Lord, for the Lord abhors the 

proud, whereas He visits those that are humble in heart, wherefore He says: "To whom will I 

look, but to him that is meek and humble in heart?" 

THE DIVINE LIGHT illumines the pure heart and the pure intellect, because these are susceptible 

to receiving light; whereas impure hearts and intellects, not being susceptible to receiving 

illumination, have an aversion to the light of knowledge, the light of truth; they like darkness... 

God loves those who have a pure heart, listens to their prayers, grants them their requests that 

lead to salvation, reveals Himself to them and teaches the mysteries of the Divine nature. 

The Church. 

The term CHURCH, according to the strict Orthodox view, has two meanings, one of them 

expressing its doctrinal and religious character, that is, its inner, peculiarly spiritual essence, and 

the other expressing its external character. Thus, according to the Orthodox confession, the 

Church is defined in a twofold manner: as a religious institution, and as a religious community 

(koinonia). 

The definition of the CHURCH as a religious institution may be formulated thus: The Church is 

a divine religious institution of the New Testament, built by our Savior Jesus Christ through His 

incarnate Dispensation, established upon faith on the day of holy Pentecost by the descent of the 

All-Holy Spirit upon the holy Disciples and Apostles of the Savior Christ, whom He rendered 

instruments of Divine grace for the perpetuation of His work of redemption. In this institution is 

entrusted the totality of revealed truths; in it operates Divine grace through the Mysteries; in it 

are regenerated those, who with faith, approach Christ the Savior; in it has been preserved both 

the written and the unwritten Apostolic teaching and tradition. 

The definition of the CHURCH as a religious community may be formulated thus: The CHURCH 

is a society of men united in the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of peace. 

The right view of the CHURCH is that the CHURCH is distinguished into the Militant and the 

Triumphant; and that it is Militant so long as it struggles against wickedness for the prevalence 
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of the good, the Triumphant in the heavens, where there dwells the choir of the Righteous, who 

struggled and were made perfect in the faith in God and in virtue. 

Tradition. 

Sacred TRADITION is the very CHURCH; without the Sacred TRADITION the CHURCH does 

not exist. Those who deny the Sacred TRADITION deny the Church and the preaching of the 

Apostles. 

Before the writing of the Holy Scriptures, that is, of the sacred texts of the Gospels, the Acts and 

the Epistles of the Apostles, and before they were spread to the churches of the world, the 

CHURCH was based on Sacred Tradition....The holy texts are in relation to Sacred Tradition 

what the part is to the whole. 

The CHURCH Fathers regard Sacred Tradition as the safe guide in the interpretation of Holy 

Scripture and absolutely necessary for understanding the truths contained in the Holy Scripture. 

The CHURCH received many traditions from the Apostles... The constitution of the church 

services, especially of the Divine Liturgy, the holy Mysteria themselves and the manner of 

performing them, certain prayers and other institutions of the Church go back to the Sacred 

Tradition of the Apostles. 

In their conferences, the Holy Synods draw not only from Holy Scriptures, but also from Sacred 

Tradition as from a pure fount. Thus, the Seventh Ecumenical Synod says in the 8th Decree: "If 

one violates any part of the CHURCH Tradition, either written or unwritten, let him be anathema." 

Discovering God. 

It is evident that unbelief is an evil offspring of an evil heart; for the guileless and pure heart 

everywhere discovers God, everywhere discerns Him, and always unhesitatingly believes in His 

existence. When the man of pure heart looks at the World of Nature, that is, at the sky, the earth, 

and the sea and at all things in them, and observes the systems constituting them, the infinite 

multitude of stars of heaven, the innumerable multitudes of birds and quadrupeds and every kind 

of animal of the earth, the variety of plants on it, the abundance of fish in the sea, he is 

immediately amazed and exclaims with the Prophet David: "How great are Thy works, O Lord! 

In wisdom Thou made them all." Such a man, impelled by his pure heart, discovers God also in 

the World of Grace of the Church, from which the evil man is far removed. The man of pure heart 

believes in the Church, admires her spiritual system, discovers God in the Mysteria, in the heights 

of the theology, in the light of the Divine revelations, in the truths of the teachings, in the 

commandments of the Law, in the achievements of the Saints, in the very good deed, in every 

perfect gift, and in general in the whole of the creation. Justly then did the Lord say in His 

Beatitudes of those possessing purity of the heart: "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 

see God." 

Self-Knowledge. 

He who does not know himself does not know God, either. And he who does not know God does 

not know the truth and the nature of things in general... He who does not know himself continually 
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sins against God and continually moves farther away from Him. He who does not know the nature 

of things and what they truly are in themselves is powerless to evaluate them according to their 

worth and to discriminate between the mean and the precious, the worthless and the valuable. 

Wherefore, such a person wears himself out in the pursuit of vain and trivial things, and is 

unconcerned about and indifferent to the things that are eternal and most precious. 

Man ought to will to know himself, to know God, and to understand the nature of things as they 

are in themselves, and this becomes an image and likeness of God. 

Man. 

Man is a composite being, made up of an earthly body and celestial soul... The soul is closely 

united with the body, yet wholly independent of it. 

Man is not only reason but also heart. The powers of these two centers, mutually assisting one 

another, render man perfect and teach him what he could never learn through reason alone. If 

reason teaches about the natural world, the heart teaches us about the supernatural world... Man 

is perfect when he has developed both his heart and his intellect. Now the heart is developed 

through revealed religion 

Immortality of the soul. 

The rational soul of man has supernatural, infinite aspirations. If the rational soul were dependent 

upon the body and died together with the body, it should necessarily submit to the body and 

follow it in all its appetites. Independence would have been contrary both to the laws of nature 

and to reason, because it disturbs the harmony between the body and the soul. As dependent upon 

the body it should submit to the body and follow in all its appetites and desires, whereas, on the 

contrary, the soul masters the body, imposes its will upon the body. The soul subjugates and curbs 

the appetites and passions of the body, and directs them as it (the soul) wills. This phenomenon 

comes to the attention of every rational man; and whoever is conscious of his own rational soul 

is conscious of the soul's mastery over the body. 

The mastery of the soul over the body is proved by the obedience of the body when it is being led 

with self-denial to sacrifice for the sake of the abstract ideas of the soul. The domination by the 

soul for prevalence of its principles, ideas, and views would have been entirely incomprehensible 

if the soul died together with the body. But a mortal soul would never have risen to such a height, 

would never have condemned itself to death along with the body for the prevalence of abstract 

ideas that lacked meaning, since no noble idea, no noble and courageous thought has any meaning 

for a mortal soul. 

A soul, therefore, which is capable of such things, must be immortal. 

Life after death. 

The Teachers of the Eastern Orthodox Church, having Holy Scripture as their foundation, teach 

that those who die in the Lord go to a place of rest, according to the statement in the Apocalypse: 

"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth. Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may 
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rest from their labors; and their works do follow them" (Revelation 14:13). This place of rest is 

viewed as spiritual Paradise, where the souls of those who have died in the Lord, the souls of the 

righteous, enjoy the blessings of rest, while awaiting the day of rewarding and the prize of the 

high calling of God in Christ Jesus... 

About the sinners, they teach that their souls go down to Hades, where there is suffering, sorrow, 

and groaning, awaiting the dreadful day of the Judgment. 

The Fathers of the Orthodox Church do not admit the existence of another place, intermediate 

between Paradise and Hades, as such a place is not mentioned in Holy Scripture. 

After the end of the General Judgment, the Righteous Judge (God) will declare the decision both 

to the righteous and to the sinners. To the righteous He will say: "Come, ye blessed of my Father, 

inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world;" while to the sinners He 

will say: "Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." 

And these will go away to eternal hades, while the righteous will go to eternal life. This retribution 

after the General Judgment will be complete, final, and definitive. It will complete, because it is 

not the soul alone, as the Partial Judgment of man after death, but the soul together with the body, 

that will receive what is deserved. It will be final, because it will be enduring and not temporary 

like that at Partial Judgment. And it will be definitive, because both for the righteous and for the 

sinners it will be unalterable and eternal. 

Saints. 

Our Church honors saints not as gods, but as faithful servants, as holy men and friends of God. It 

extols the struggles they engaged in and the deeds they performed for the glory of God with the 

action of His grace, in such a way that all the honor that the Church gives them refers to the 

Supreme Being, Who has viewed their life on earth with gratification. The Church honors them 

by commemorating them annually through public celebrations and through the erection of 

Churches in honor of their name. 

The holy men of God, who were magnified on earth by the Lord, have been honored by God's 

holy Church from the very time it was founded by the Savior Christ. 

Repentance. 

Two factors are involved in man's salvation: the grace of God and the will of man. Both must 

work together, if salvation is to be attained. 

Repentance is a Mysterious through which he who repents for his sins confesses before a Spiritual 

Father who has been appointed by the Church and has received the authority to forgive sins, and 

receives from this Spiritual Father the remission of his sins and is reconciled with the Deity, 

against Whom he sinned. 

Repentance signifies regret, change of mind. The distinguishing marks of repentance are 

contrition, tears, aversion towards sin, and love of the good. 
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Virtue. 

We ought to do everything we can for the acquisition of virtue and moral wisdom (phronesis), 

for the prize is beautiful and the hope great. 

The path of virtue is a path of effort and toil: "Straight is the gate, and narrow is the way, leadeth 

unto life, and few there be that find it;" whereas the gate of vice is wide and the way spacious, 

but lead to perdition. 

Spiritual Training. 

Spiritual training (pneumatic gymnasia) is askesis for piety. It is most valuable, "having promise 

for the life that now is, and for that which is to come." The efforts made for the sake of piety bring 

spiritual gladness. 

Theophylaktos says: "Train yourself for piety, that is, for pure faith and the right life. Training, 

then, and continual efforts are necessary; for he who trains exercises until he perspires, even when 

there is no contest." 

Training accustoms one to be lenient, temperate, capable of controlling his anger, subduing his 

desires, doing works of charity, showing love for his fellow men, practicing virtue. Training is 

virtuous askesis, rendering one's way of life admirable. 

Ascesis is practice, meditation, training, self-control, love of labor. 

Fasting. 

Fasting is an ordinance of the Church, obliging the Christian to observe it on specific days. 

Concerning fasting, our Savior teaches: "When thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 

that thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father Who is in secret: and thy Father, Who 

seethe in secret, shall reward thee openly." From what the Savior teaches we learn (a) that fasting 

is pleasing to God, and (b) that he who fasts for the uplifting of his mind and heart towards God 

shall be rewarded by God, Who is a most liberal bestower of Divine gifts, for his devotion. 

In the New Testament fasting is recommended as a means of preparing the mind and the heart for 

divine worship, for long prayer, for rising from the earthly, and for spiritualization. 

Inner Attention. 

ATTENTION is the first teacher of truth and consequently absolutely necessary. Attention rouses 

the soul to study itself and its longings, to learn their true character and repulse those that are 

unholy. Attention is the guardian angel of the intellect, always counseling it this : be attentive. 

Attention awakens the soul, rouses it from sleep... Attention examines every thought, every 

desire, every memory. Thoughts, desires, and memories are engendered by various causes, and 

often appear masked and with splendid garb, in order to deceive the inattentive intellect and enter 

into the soul and dominate it. Only attention can reveal their hidden form. Often their 

dissimulation is so perfect that the discernment of their true nature is very difficult and requires 

the greatest attention. One must remember the saving words of the Lord: "Be wakeful and pray 
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that ye enter not into temptation." He who is wakeful does not enter into temptation, because he 

is vigilant and attentive. 

Prayer. 

TRUE PRAYER is undistracted, prolonged, performed with a contrite heart an alert intellect. The 

vehicle of prayer is everywhere humility, and prayer is a manifestation of humility. For being 

conscious of our own weakness, we invoke the power of GOD. 

PRAYER unites one with GOD, being a divine conversation and spiritual communion with the 

Being that is most beautiful and highest. 

PRAYER IS FORGETTING EARTHLY THINGS, 

AN ASCENT TO HEAVEN. 

THROUGH PRAYER 

WE FLEE TO GOD. 

PRAYER is truly a heavenly armor, and is alone can keep safe those who have dedicated 

themselves to God. Prayer is the common medicine for purifying ourselves from the passions, for 

hindering sin and curing our faults. Prayer is an inexhaustible treasure, an unruffled harbor, the 

foundation of serenity, the root and mother of myriad's of blessings. 

Holy Communion. 

The MYSTERION of the Divine Eucharist that has been handed down by the Lord is the highest 

of all the MYSTERIA; it is the most wondrous of all the miracles which the power of God has 

performed; it is the highest which the wisdom of God has conceived; it is the most precious of all 

the gifts which the love of God has bestowed upon men. For all the other miracles result through 

a transcendence of certain laws of Nature, but the MYSTERION of the DIVINE EUCHARIST 

transcends all these laws. Hence it may justly be called, and be viewed as, the miracle of miracles 

and the MYSTERION of MYSTERIA. 

DO YOU WANT TO BECOME A PARTAKER OF THE BLESSINGS CONFERRED BY 

DIVINE COMMUNION? 

DO YOU WANT YOUR SALVATION? 

BECOME A TRUE CHRISTIAN, HAVE FEAR OF GOD, FAITH IN THE MYSTERION OF 

DIVINE COMMUNION, AND LOVE FOR GOD AND FOR YOUR NEIGHBOR. 

Miracles. 

MIRACLES are not impossible from a logical standpoint, and right reason does not deny them. 

Natural laws do not have the claim to be the only ones, nor are they threatened with being 

overturned by the appearance of other laws, supernatural ones, which also are conducive to the 
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development and furtherance of creation... Miracles are consequence of the Creator's love for his 

creatures. 

Source: "Modern Orthodox Saints, St. Nectarios of Aegina," by (Dr.) Constantine Cavarnos, 

Institute for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies, Belmont, Massachusetts., 1981., pp. 154-187. 

 

 
 

The Prologue from Ochrid 

St Nicholai of Zhicha 

 
1. THE THREE HIERARCHS: SAINT BASIL THE GREAT, SAINT GREGORY THE 

THEOLOGIAN, AND SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Each of these saints has his own feast day: St. Basil the Great, January 1; St. Gregory the 

Theologian, January 25; and St. John Chrysostom, January 27. This combined feast day, 

January 30, was instituted in the eleventh century during the reign of Emperor Alexius 

Comnenus. Once, a debate arose among the people concerning who among the three was the 

greatest. Some extolled Basil because of his purity and courage; others extolled Gregory for his 

unequaled depth and lofty mind in theology; still others extolled Chrysostom because of his 

eloquence and clarity in expounding the Faith. Thus some were called Basilians, others 

Gregorians, and the third were called Johannites. This debate was settled by divine providence, 

to the benefit of the Church and to the even greater glory of the three saints. Bishop John of 

Euchaita (June 14) had a vision in a dream: At first all three of these saints appeared to him 

separately in great glory and indescribable beauty, and after that, all three appeared together. 

They said to him: "As you see, we are one in God and there is nothing contradictory in us; 

neither is there a first or a second among us." The saints also advised Bishop John to write a 

common service for them and to order a common feast day of celebration. Following this 

wonderful vision, the debate was settled in this manner: January 30 would be designated as the 

common feast of these three hierarchs. The Greeks consider this feast not only an ecclesiastical 

feast, but also their greatest national school holiday. 

2. THE HIEROMARTYR [PRIESTLY-MARTYR] HIPPOLYTUS, BISHOP OF ROME 

Hippolytus suffered for the Faith during the reign of Claudius. When the virgin Chrysa was 

mercilessly tortured for Christ in Rome, St. Hippolytus interceded on her behalf before the 

torturers and denounced them. Because of this protest, Hippolytus also was brought to court and 

condemned and, after prolonged tortures, was sentenced to death. They bound his hands and 

feet and drowned him in the sea. Along with Hippolytus and Chrysa, twenty other martyrs also 

suffered. St. Hippolytus suffered in the year 269 A.D. 

3. THE HOLY MARTYR THEOPHILUS THE NEW 

As a commander of the Emperor Constantine and the Empress Irene, Theophilus was enslaved 

by the Hagarenes and was kept in prison for four years. When he refused all pressures of the 

Moslems to abandon the Christian Faith, Theophilus was beheaded with the sword, taking up 

https://www.rocor.org.au/?page_id=925
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his aode with the Lord in the year 784 A.D. 

 

4. SAINT PETER, KING OF BULGARIA 

Peter, the son of Simeon, was a great admirer of St. John of Rila. He gained independence from 

Constantinople for the Bulgarian Church, and preserved Orthodoxy in Bulgaria from the 

Bogomils. After an unsuccessful war with the Hungarians and Russians, Peter reposed in 967 

A.D., in the fifty-sixth year of his life. 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

THE THREE HIERARCHS: SAINT BASIL, SAINT GREGORY THE 

THEOLOGIAN, 

AND SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM 

Fasting and Faith--Basil, 

Theology--Gregory, 

Acts of Charity--Chrysostom, 

Golden mouths, mouths of honey! 

All laborers of one work; 

Three separately--three angels, 

The three together, as God is one, 

No one is chief, no one is secondary. 

In eternity they all agree, 

You invoke one, all three help; 

You hymn one, all three hear; 

You glorify one, all three rejoice. 

Three men, one whole; 

Three hierarchs, one work; 

Three names, one glory; 

To all three of them, Christ is the Head. 
 

REFLECTION 

Here is an example of how emperors seek counsel from the saints, how the saints avoid vanity 

and riches, and how they counsel emperors. The Orthodox King Peter of Bulgaria set off with 

his retinue for Rila Mountain, driven by the insatiable desire to see St. John of Rila and to 

benefit from his instruction. The king sent men ahead to inform the saint of his arrival, but the 

saint did not agree to meet with the king. The saddened king again sent some men with 

foodstuffs and an ample amount of gold, as well as a petition requesting the saint to write some 

counsel for him. John accepted the food but returned the gold, not even wanting to touch it; and 

he replied to the king: "If you desire the Heavenly Kingdom, be merciful like the Heavenly 

Father. Do not trust in injustice and do not be covetous; be meek, quiet and accessible to 

everyone. Do not accept praises from your noblemen. Let your purple robe radiate with virtues. 

May the remembrance of death never depart from your soul. Humble yourself before the feet of 

our Mother Church; bow your head before her chief hierarchs so that the King of kings, seeing 
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your sincerity, may reward you with goodness such as never entered into the heart of man." 

Receiving that letter, the king kissed it, and he later read it frequently. 

CONTEMPLATION 

Contemplate the Lord Jesus as the Friend of children: 

1. As the Friend of the angels in heaven, who, like children, are innocent, obedient and without 

passions; 

2. As the Friend of little children on earth, who easily and simply believe in God; 

3. As the Friend of the saints, who by labor and grace are purified from sin and become 

innocent as children. 

HOMILY 

on how men must become like children in order to be sons of God 

"Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter 

into the Kingdom of Heaven" (Matthew 18:3). 

Thus speaks the Lord, and His word is holy and true. What advantage do children have over 

adults? They have three advantages: in faith, in obedience, and in forgiveness. The child asks 

his parent about everything, and no matter what his parent replies, the child believes his parent. 

The child is obedient to his parent and easily subordinates his will to the will of his parent. The 

child is forgiving, and even though he provokes easily, he forgives quickly. Our Lord requires 

these three from all men, that is, faith, obedience and forgiveness. He desires that men believe 

in Him unconditionally, as a child believes in his parent; that they be unconditionally obedient 

to Him, as a child is to his parent, and that they be forgiving in relation to one anther, not 

remembering evil and not rendering evil for evil. 

Faith, obedience and forgiveness are the three main characteristics of a child's soul. Purity and 

joy are in addition to these. A child is not greedy, a child is not lustful, and a child is not 

vainglorious. The child's eye is unspoiled by vices, and his joy is unspoiled by worries. 

O brethren, who can make us over again into children? No one, except the one Christ. He can 

make us over into children and help us to be born again by His example, by His teaching, and 

by the power of His Holy Spirit. 

O Lord Jesus, perfect in obedience and meekness, Eternal Child of the Heavenly Father, help us 

to become as infants by faith in Thee, by obedience toward Thee, and by forgiveness toward 

one another. 

To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen. 

 

Services this Week 
• Friday – February 12th – PARACLESIS - THE OFFICE OF 

SUPPLICATION TO SAINT NECTARIOS -05:00 PM  
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• Saturday - THE THREE HIERARCHS: SAINT BASIL THE GREAT, SAINT 

GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN, AND SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM – 09:30 

AM – Divine Liturgy 

• SUNDAY  OF THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE– (Sunday, February 

13th) – 10:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

 

Donations January 30, 2022 
Offering - $2,797.00 Candles - $31.00 Donations - $198.00 

Large Candles 

In Memory of Julie Lambrinos from Kumovi Dan & Dyne Tomak 

In Memory of Parents, Mike & Mildred Tumbas from Robert & 

Milica Knepp 

In Memory of Ranka Marinkovich from Richard Kondas 

In Memory of Ed Gartrell from Steve Purich 

In Memory of Linda (Locher) Leckrone from Dorothy Podolak 

******************** 

SALE!!!! 

The kolo is selling Nut, Poppyseed, Apricot and Lekvar - $10/each 

And Pumpkin Rolls - $8/each – while supplies last 

Please see Pat Niel 

******************** 

IMPORTANT DATES 

*TODAY Sunday, February 6th* 

Fish and Pierogi Luncheon!!! (Donations…) 

Please join us. 

*Sunday, February 20th* 

Men’s Club Slava Celebration 

With a Serbian Steak Dinner 

LENTEN FISH FRIES 

Fridays, March 4th thru April 15th 

Please notify Suzette Gardenhour of the Friday’s you can work!! 

 

 


