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SUNDAY,  JANUARY 17,  2021 

SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY 
32nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Synaxis of the 70 Apostles; St Eustathius I, Archbishop of Serbia  
Epistle 2. Tim 4, 5-8 Gospel Mark 1:1-8 

 
Epistle 2. Tim 4, 5-8 
Gospel Mark 1:1-8 
                                          
                                                Mark 1:1-8 
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I 
send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.  The voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.  John did baptize in the 
wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And there went out unto 
him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, 
confessing their sins.  And John was clothed with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his 
loins; and he did eat locusts and wild honey; And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than 
I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. I indeed have 
baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” (KJV) 
 God’s Holy Church has chosen St. Mark’s Gospel to prepare the faithful for the major feast of 
Theophany. St. Mark’s Gospel references prophecies of Isaiah (Is.40:3) and Malachi.( Malachi 3:1)  to 
show the presence of God through the centuries. 
 The Holy St. John the Baptist came long after the times of Isaiah and Malachi. God continued 
to work through the centuries. When the world needed John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the flesh, they entered human history. 
   Christ put St. John the Baptist into perspective saying: “Among them that are born of 
women there hath not risen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that 
is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.(Lk.7:28) 
 The Church is in the time of the Forefeast of Theophany, The Forefeast is a time of joyful 
anticipation and preparation. The Feast of Theophany offers renewal in the world as Holy Baptism 
gives new life to the Baptized. 
  St. John the Baptist was chosen among all men of all centuries to have the singular honor of 
Baptizing the Lord Jesus Christ. Holy St. John was filled with  great humility in being so honored. 
 Let us learn humility from St. John the Baptist. Let us learn repentance from St. John the 
Baptist. May our own Baptism be a point of reference and our subsequent life be measured 
according to our faithfulness to Jesus Christ. 



 At the time of our Baptism we first recited the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed. We said in 
The Creed that The Holy Spirit “spoke through the Prophets”  
 The Lord Jesus Christ’s Baptism and our Baptism are inseparable with the presence of the Holy 
Spirit. Today’s Gospel references the same Holy Spirit. The Christian life is inseparable with the Holy 
Spirit. 
 Consciousness of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit, the Holy Trinity is 
heightened and glorified on the Feast of Theophany.  Serious believers are humbled and awe-struck 
by this manifestation. 
 The soul is transformed in the celebration of the Feast of Theophany.  Renewal of life for the 
world and the person takes place. Joy ascends from the Christian heart, mind and soul on Theophany. 
 Love for the Lord God cannot be manufactured. Love for the Lord God arises within the 
believer naturally. Serious believers firmly reject sin and the way of Christ is freely chosen. 
 Jesus demonstrated humility when taking on human flesh and having St. John perform the 
baptism in the Jordan. St. John was humble in his relationship with Jesus. 
 Arrogance and pride are harmful to the soul. St. John and Jesus Christ demonstrate the way 
of humility. Believers do well to value humility and seek to make humility dominate within the heart, 
mind and soul. 
 The arrival of the Feast of Theophany comes shortly after the New Year and affords a new 
beginning in life. The past year has been filled with difficulties in many different ways. 
 Christ’s Baptism offers hope and joy. Personal Baptism offers hope and joy. The New Year and 
the Feast of Theophany offer hope and joy. Now is the time to set aside the negatives in life and 
concentrate on God’s love and hope. 
 God’s Holy Church provides structure and order throughout the year. This structure and order 
when made a part of daily life enables the believer to grow and be nourished in ways that are healthy 
for the heart, mind, soul and body. 
 Baptism involves the heart, mind, soul and body. Jesus Christ’s Baptism puts the world into 
perspective and gives a new order to Creation. Serious believers are attentive to the effects of 
Christ’s Baptism on the universe. 
 Today we rejoice in the Forefeast of Theophany. Our anticipation is heightened. Our full 
confidence rests in and is centered on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
With great love for Christ, we greet the arrival of each moment of life in Christ. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Thirty Second Sunday after Pentecost. The Sunday before Theophany. Synaxis of the Seventy 
Apostles. January 4/17, 2021. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania.  
       Father Rodney Torbic 
 

Services this week 
Monday, January 18, - Holy Cross Day – Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM 
Tuesday, January 19, - The Holy Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ – EPIPHANY – 9:30 AM 
Wednesday, January 20, - Synaxis of Saint John The Baptist – Divine Liturgy – 9:30 AM 
 
 
 



Donations January 6-7, 2021 
Offering - $2,704.00     Candles - $158.00   

Dues - $500.00  Donations - $750.00 
Donations Sunday January 10, 2021 

 Offering - $1,006.00 Candles - $21.00   Donations - $350.00 
Slava Donations 

Charles Diamond Funeral Home $100.00 
Joe Golden $100.00 
Men’s Club  $250.00 

Kolo $500.00 
Christmas Donations 

Kolo $1000, Men’s Club $250 
Miller Funeral Home $250 

Vi Sewak  & Family $500 in memory of Dr Michael E. Sewak 
Milan, Stephanie & Nicholas Moncilovich $100 in memory of Bud & George Moncilovich 

Michael & Susan Moncilovich $500 in memory of the Moncilovich & Devich Families 
Building Fund Donations 

$100 for Christmas from Eli Cvijanovich 
$100 from Irene Martinovich in memory of Pete Martinovich 

Large Candle 
In Memory of Betty Gjurich – Lazo Gjurich 

In Memory of Lillian Fleck – Cameron & Linda Palmer 
In Memory of Carlos Garcia – Cameron & Linda Palmer 

In Memory of Betty Gjurich – Lawrence Bertino 
For the Health of Sylvester “Peti” Gjurich – Lawrence Bertino 

In Memory of Andrew & Kata Grisin – Suzette & Richard Gardenhour 
 
 
Please keep the following in your prayers: Linda Palmer, Dragan Banda, Joanne Uzelec, 
George Moncilovich, and Irene Martinovich 

*************** 
MEN’S CLUB 

The Men’s Club will be celebrating their Slava Sveti Jovan (January 20) on Sunday, January 
24, 2020 with the Blessing of the Kolac, zito and wine. 
They are having a Pork chop Take-Out Dinner on that Sunday –$10.00 -Contact Eli 
Cvijanovich for further details.  

*************** 
FISH FRY 

Friday, January 29, 2020 
3:00 PM to 6:30 
Take out Only 


