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John 17:1-13 

 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; 

glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, 

that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that 

they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. I have glorified 

thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, 

glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. I 

have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were, 

and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word., Now they have known that all things 

whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For I have given unto them the words which thou 

gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and 

they have believed that thou didst send me. I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for 

them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; 

and I am glorified in them. And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I 

come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that 

they may be one, as we are.  While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those 

that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the 

scripture might be fulfilled.  And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that 

they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. (KJV)  

             God’s Holy Church is celebrating the Lord Jesus Christ’s Ascension. Believers are 

mindful of the Lord Jesus Christ being taken up to heaven while at the same time Christ is 

always being present with believers. 
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            The Lord Jesus Christ’s glorious Second Coming is anticipated each day until His 

return. The time of life until Christ’s return and the great and final judgment is to be used for 

repentance and following the way of Christ. 

        The Lord Jesus Christ is ever-present to nourish and guide believers. The Lord’s teachings 

abound and are proclaimed in the Church. Christ’s Precious Body and Blood enable believers to 

remain united with Him. 

       Growth in Christ is possible throughout life until the glorious Second Coming. God’s Holy 

Church provides the pathway and the nourishment for the journey to eternal life and the 

Heavenly Kingdom. 

        Each moment of time is a precious opportunity to be united with Christ in prayer. Every 

moment of life merits giving thanks to the Lord God for the blessings of life. 

        Christ is ever-present and within reach through prayer. With careful use of eyes to see and 

ears to hear, believers determine the direction life is to take that is pleasing to the Lord God. 

 The Holy Scriptures, the Divine services and the teachings of the Church define the paths 

to be taken during earthly life. God protects believers against earthly perils through His 

teachings and the presence of the Church. 

                                              

     The hunger in the soul yearns for the experience with Christ. Christ satisfies the soul through 

the Divine Mysteries in the Church. Remaining faithful to Christ from Holy Baptism until 

departure from this life is the believer’s goal. 

     When a believer falls into sin, repentance is always timely and beneficial. The quicker a 

person repents, the easier it is to put the sin behind and have the burden lifted from the 

conscience. 

 God’s Holy Church fosters Christian growth throughout life. Believers faithful to Christ 

grow with the passage of time. Infants grow into mature adults when they are raised in the 

Church. 

        The ideal is for each person to progress to live fully in Christ throughout life. 

The Church facilitates growth in Christ and keeps the believer united with Christ through the 

Holy Mysteries. 

       Parents, family members and God-parents have a part in being sound Christian examples. 

Adult Christians have a responsibility to be mature examples leading lives of integrity and 

based in the truth of Christ. 

      Parents faithful to Christ provide a nurturing atmosphere in the home. Husbands and wives 

faithful to each other are beneficial examples for their sons and daughters. 

       Employers faithful to Christ create a working atmosphere that is healthy for employees.  

Employees working with integrity build an exemplary work record and are very productive. 

         God’s Holy Church leads believers to the Heavenly Kingdom while simultaneously 

teaching the faithful how to live a God-pleasing earthly life. 

The Church is very instructive and relevant for learning about daily life. 

 Jesus Christ’s Ascension into heaven captivates the mind and is worthy of continuous 

thought. Everything known about Christ merits full consideration of the mind.  
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        Life is to be invested in learning about Christ. Increased investment in learning about and 

experiencing Christ results in life becoming more Christ-like.  Joy and peace increase as the 

believer grows in Christ. 

      Opening the heart, mind and soul to Christ creates opportunities for life to be enriched by 

Christ. Sin deters and impedes Christian growth, peace and joy. 

 Repentance removes the obstacles for peace and joy in Christ. 

Love abounds when Christ fills the heart, mind and soul. Jesus Christ’s Ascension is the time of 

peace, love and joy in God’s Holy Church. 

The Sunday of the Fathers of the 1
st

 Council. Venerable Pachomius the Great. Achilles, 

Bishop of Larissa. May 15/28, 2023. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania. Father Rodney Torbic 

 

HOMILY ON THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

The Holy Church now rouses all the people of the earth to joy and says, “All ye nations, clap your 

hands, Christ hath ascended whither He was Before,”1 i.e., to heaven. 

And so, on the Feast of the Ascension of the Lord, all Christians should rejoice. What is there to 

be happy about? It would seem that it was necessary rather to be sad and grieve, because our 

sweetest Savior Jesus Christ departed from us with His visible presence and ascended to heaven, 

from whence he will come again—but he will come as a terrible Judge of all earthly people. No, 

on the day of remembrance of the Ascension of the Lord, there are more reasons for joy than for 

sadness. Let’s just consider why the Lord ascended to heaven from us. 

The Lord ascended from us to heaven not to grieve us with His departure, but to arrange things 

most usefully for us. His whole life, all His works were for our benefit, for our salvation; in the 

same way, His ascension was for our good. Loving us, He came down to us from heaven and, 

having lived with people, laid His soul on the cross for them. So out of love for us he also 

ascended to heaven, to benefit us. As He himself said to His disciples: It is better for you that I 

go, for if I do not go, the Comforter will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you (Jn. 

16, 7). So, the Lord ascended to heaven in order to send One equal to Himself, the Comforter, the 

Holy Spirit, Who would comfort the holy apostles and all true Christians in their sorrows, troubles 

and persecutions. That's the first reason for joy. Come, come, Lord Jesus, and send us the 

Comforter! 

Further, the Lord ascended from us to heaven so that He could look down on us from above, as a 

Father on a child, as a Shepherd on His sheep, as an Eagle on the chicks, as a Leader on his army, 

so that He could see everyone and consider the distress and needs of each of us and give help to 

everyone. Like some king, having gathered his numerous troops for war and wanting to see all 

his regiments, ascends to a high place—on a mountain or on some building—and looks down 

from a height and arranges them; and when he sees that they are prevailing, rejoices over them. 

And if he notices that they are being overcome, he quickly sends aid to them. So our Lord, the 

King of kings, having His Church militant on earth—that is, His faithful Christians—ascended to 

heaven, as if to a mountain, so that from a height He could see everyone’s ascetic labors and 

weave crowns for those who are struggling and give a helping hand to those who are exhausted; 

https://orthochristian.com/153781.html#sdfootnote1sym
https://orthochristian.com/62095.html
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in order to restore the fallen and make them stronger against their enemies, and to place an 

obstacle before those who persecute us. The Holy Protomartyr Stephen is struggling in an 

anguishing feat, he is being stoned by the Jews, and our Lord, having opened the sky, looks at 

him from the height of His glory, so that seeing this the sufferer exclaims: I see the heavens 

opened, and the Son of man standing at the right hand of God (Acts. 7, 56). 

The Lord ascended from us to heaven in order to shine like the sun on all of us from the height 

of heaven with His grace. As the sun hiding in the west produces the evening darkness throughout 

the celestial empire, and when it rises to the heights, the darkness flees from the entire celestial 

empire, and the sun's rays illuminate the universe with wondrous light, so our spiritual Sun, 

Christ, while He lived on earth, as if in the west, did not show His luminous divinity to people. 

Until then, over all the earth was the darkness of ignorance of God’s essence; and after He shone 

forth from His tomb He ascended to heaven, then the lightning of His divinity illuminated the 

universe, His name became glorious from the east to the west, over all the earth, and the whole 

universe was enlightened by the knowledge of God. 

The Lord ascended from us to heaven in order to arrange for us a path to heaven, and to be our 

Leader in the mountainous countries. There was no path to heaven for man until the very 

ascension of the Lord to heaven; And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down 

from heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven, says the Lord (Jn. 3:13). He that descended 

is the same also that ascended up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things. (Eph. 4:10). 

So, before this, no one could ascend to heaven, even if he were righteous and holy; and when our 

Lord, clothed in human nature, ascended to heaven, the way to heaven was arranged for the whole 

human race, and the souls of the holy forefathers and prophets, led out of hell, followed Christ by 

that way. Apostles, saints, martyrs, confessors, ascend to them; worthy righteous people who 

follow Christ's footsteps ascend to them even now. Now everyone knows the way to heaven. Just 

don’t you be lazy to ascend, Christians! 

So, the Lord ascended from us to heaven—in order to open the doors of heaven to us—for an 

unhindered entrance there. Our forefather Adam closed the doors of Paradise to the whole human 

race, and a Cherub with a flaming weapon stood at the doors. I say, Adam closed Paradise and 

the entrance to life, but he opened only the entrances to death and hell, but the Lord did the 

opposite—He closed the entrances to death and hell, and Paradise opened—first to the robber, to 

whom he said, Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise (Lk. 23:43), then to everyone. And 

finally, He opened heaven itself with His Ascension. 

Such are the all-joyful reasons for the Ascension of the Lord from us to heaven. Further, the Lord 

ascended from us to heaven to intercede for us before God the Father. Thus says the Holy Apostle 

John the Theologian: And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins (1 Jn. 2:1–2). And so, we sinful people will not 

despair of our salvation, but we will be faithful, for we have a good Intercessor for us to God the 

Father—Christ our Savior Himself, Who intercedes for us. Only let’s not be lazy, and with 

Christ’s intercession we will send our warm prayers to the Heavenly Father. Yes, the Lord Jesus 

Christ intercedes for us to God the Father and propitiates Him. 



 
5 

 

But for whom is he petitioning? For sinners. For which sinners? For those who repent; He 

propitiates His Father for them. But he does not propitiate for unrepentant sinners because they 

crucify for the second time the Son of God by their grave sins; also, by touching the blood of the 

Son of God without repentance they trample on it with their impenitence. And so sinner, have 

fear, O you who are unrepentant, lest the sudden punishment of God overtake you and you be 

consumed from the land of the living, and you be condemned together with the murderers who 

crucified the Son of God. 

Finally, the Lord ascended from us to heaven in order to prepare for us a place in heaven where 

we will live forever and reign with Him, our Lord. So He Himself says: I go to prepare a place 

for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; 

that where I am, there ye may be also (Jn. 14:2–3). What a joyful reason for the Ascension! The 

Lord ascended from us to heaven to prepare a place in heaven for all the righteous and pious 

people, as well as for us sinners, if we turn and repent from the bottom of our hearts. Where the 

place is for the Apostle Peter, who rejected the Lord and wept bitterly about it afterwards; where 

the harlot is, who wept at His feet, where the prodigal son is, where the publican is, where the 

robber is, there also will be a place for us; only we must weep bitterly over our sins. We will fall 

at His feet with repentance like Peter and like the harlot; as the publican we will be converted. 

Let us be crucified with Him, like the good thief. Let us repent, and we will be saved. 

Let us all rejoice in the Ascension of our Lord and Savior. Amen. 

St. John of Kronstadt 

 

Services this Week 

 

 

❖ Friday - 06.02.2023.  – PARACLESIS - THE OFFICE OF 

SUPPLICATION TO SAINT NECTARIOS -05:00 PM – Confession 

❖ Saturday – 06.03.2023. - Holy Equal-to-the-Ap. Emp. Constantine 

Helen, Ven. Helen of Decani – Memorial Saturday - 09:30 AM Divine 

Liturgy 

❖ Sunday – 06.04.2023. – Pentecost (Trinity Sunday ) - 09:00 AM 

Divine Liturgy 

 

 

 

https://orthochristian.com/83907.html
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