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Sunday of Orthodoxy 
Epistle: (Heb. 1:10-2:3). Gospel: Mark. (2:, 1-12) John 10:9-16 

 
The Second Sunday of Great Lent -  Mark 2:1-12 

And again he entered into Capernaum after some days; and it was noised that he was in the house. 
And straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, 
no, not so much as about the door: and he preached the word unto them.  And they come unto him, 
bringing one sick of the palsy, which was borne of four.  And when they could not come nigh unto him 
for the press, they uncovered the roof where he was: and when they had broken it up, they let down 
the bed wherein the sick of the palsy lay. When Jesus saw their faith, he said unto the sick of the 
palsy, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee.  But there was certain of the scribes sitting there, and reasoning 
in their hearts, Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?  And 
immediately when Jesus perceived in his spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, he said unto 
them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?  Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, 
Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?  But that ye may know that 
the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (he saith to the sick of the palsy, I say unto thee, 
Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way into thine house. And immediately he arose, took up the 
bed, and went forth before them all; insomuch that they were all amazed, and glorified God, saying, 
We never saw it on this fashion. (KJV)   
                                                           St. Gregory Palamas - John 10:9-16 
I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find 
pasture.  The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.  I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep.  But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep 
are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 
scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  I am 
the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so 
know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this 
fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one 
shepherd.  (KJV) 
 Believers in the Holy Orthodox Church are called to fully participate in the journey to Pascha. 
The Church provides Great Lent to facilitate the full life in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 St. John’s Gospel for today describes the Lord Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd. The 
Shepherd knows His sheep and is known to them. The Good Shepherd protects His sheep and is 
willing to lay down His life for them. 



 Serious believers value Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd. Serious believers rejoice and are 
strengthened by Him. Jesus Christ brings life more abundantly. Believers adhere to Christ’s teachings 
to experience life more abundantly. 
 During Great Lent, the Church encourages believers to repent of their sins.  St. Mark’s Gospel 
for today describes Jesus’ forgiving the sins and healing the man with palsy. Each person has the 
opportunity to seek forgiveness and healing. 
 Sin is to be firmly rejected and abhorred by Christians. Welcoming and harboring sinful 
thoughts and performing sinful actions prevent the abundant life in Christ.  
 Jesus describes Himself as the Door through which entry can be made for the person to be 
saved. God’s Holy Church is the opening to the Door for the believer. Christ the Door is always open 
for the believer seeking salvation. 
 Many doors exist in the world to paths to destruction. Some doors open to destinations far 
from the Heavenly Kingdom. There are doors which open to experiences of misery. 
 God’s Holy Church provides the Gospel and nourishing teachings to keep the believer on the 
path to the Heavenly Kingdom. The Church offers life more abundantly in the Divine services. 
 The Precious Body and Blood of Jesus Christ enable believers to be firmly and fully united with 
Christ. The Lord Jesus Christ enters and radiates within the communing believer. 
 The journey to Pascha is underway in the Church. Great Lent is to be taken seriously as 
salvation of the soul is of utmost seriousness. The soul is not to be jeopardized or to be cast into sin. 
 Believers are encouraged to restore purity to life. Becoming more unified with and like Christ is 
the intended goal of Great Lent. The joy of Christ’s Resurrections beckons believers to be serious each 
day of Great Lent. 
 The time of each day is a gift from God to be treasured and used for God’s glory. Believers 
learn in and from the Church ways to live pleasing to the Lord. 
Beginning anew in Christ is possible while consciousness remains in the body.   
 The Lenten services offers nourishment for the soul and foster repentance. Attentive and 
welcoming hearts and minds rejoice in the Lenten journey. Serious believers welcome the expectation 
of increased fasting and prayer. 
            Individuals concerned about the conditions of their souls know that honoring Great Lent will 
make a beneficial difference.  Hunger in the soul for Jesus Christ is addressed in Great Lent. 
 Honoring Great Lent in daily life provides a refuge and safe haven from the horrors, trials and 
temptations of the world. The Lord is ever-present with the believer seeking salvation of the soul. 
 The Good Shepherd does not abandon His sheep. The Good Shepherd is always present to 
guide, protect and nourish His own. Serious followers of the Lord Jesus Christ listen attentively and 
adhere to His ways. 
The Second Sunday of Great Lent. St. Gregory Palamas. Holy Martyr Agapius and the Six Martyrs with Him. March 15/28, 
2021. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania. 
Father Rodney Torbic  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Services this Week 
Tuesday, March 30th  – Divine Liturgy 9:00 AM 

Saturday, April 3rd  – Vespers & Confession 6:00 PM 
Sunday, April 4th   – Divine Liturgy – 10:00 AM  

 
 

Donations Sunday March 21, 2021 
Offering - $628.00           Candles - $118.00  Parastos - $80.00 

 
BELL TOWER 

 
Large Candle 

In Memory of Amelia & Joseph Kondash – Richard Kondash 
In Memory of Charles, Helen, Christina & son Charley – Olga Bulich 

In Memory of Parents Nick and Sara Davich & Brother Nick – Carole McAllister 
In Memory of Stella & Steve Baich – Kathy & George Szmyd 
In Memory of Damjena & Lazo Gjurich – Dan & Dyne Tomak 
In Memory of Bosa & Lazo Vuckovich – Dan & Dyne Tomak 

 
 

Please keep the following in your prayers: Julie Lambrinos, Lazo, Linda Palmer, Dragich 
Banda, Ranka Banda, Danica Wess, Joanne Uzelec, George Moncilovich, and Irene 
Martinovich 

*************** 
Our Last Lenten Fish Fry is this Friday, April 2nd Noon to 6:30. Take out Only.   

ALL HELP WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED! 
(Please see Richard or Suzette Gardenhour for any information) 

 
 
 

KOLO NEWS 
The Kolo has a few extra Nut, poppyseed, apricot & lekvar rolls & pascha  breads sale. 

Cost of rolls - $12 ea. Breads - $10 ea. 
We will be making soup & selling every Sunday during Lent, Cost $5 a quart to go. 

 
EASTER FLOWERS  

Please see the attached order form for flowers for the Flowers to decorate the 
Tomb for Easter 

 
If	You	Are	Too	Busy	To	Pray,	You	Are	Too	Busy	

	
	
	
	
	
	



****************EASTER FLOWERS************* 
 Cambria City Flowers will be providing our flowers for Pascha this 
year. Your flower donation will help decorate the tomb for Good Friday 
and the Church for Easter Sunday. Selections are listed below, and your 
order needs to be given to Suzette Gardenhour no later than Sunday, 
April 18, 2021 (Or leave in the Candle Room). We are unable to get 
Easter Lilies this year due to the date of Pascha. You are also welcome 
to donate towards the purchase of additional flowers if you wish. 
  
 
 

Name  
 
 
Check #                     (Checks made payable to St. Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church) 
 
 
In Memory of: 
 

	
	

  Total # Total Cost 
Tulip (6 Inch) $8.00   

Hyacinth (6 inch) $8.00   
Daffodil (6 inch) $8.00   

Azalea 6” - Deluxe $20.00   
Chrysanthemum (6” Mum) $10.00   

Hydrangea – 8” (6+ Blooms) $26.00   


