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Luke 8:41-56 

And, behold, there came a man named Jairus, and he was a ruler of the synagogue: and he fell 

down at Jesus' feet, and besought him that he would come into his house: For he had one only 

daughter, about twelve years of age, and she lay a dying. But as he went the people thronged 

him. And a woman having an issue of blood twelve years, which had spent all her living upon 

physicians, neither could be healed of any, Came behind him, and touched the border of his 

garment: and immediately her issue of blood stanched. And Jesus said, Who touched me? When 

all denied, Peter and they that were with him said, Master, the multitude throng thee and press 

thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me? And Jesus said, Somebody hath touched me: for I 

perceive that virtue is gone out of me. And when the woman saw that she was not hid, she came 

trembling, and falling down before him, she declared unto him before all the people for what 

cause she had touched him, and how she was healed immediately. And he said unto her, 

Daughter, be of good comfort: thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace. While he yet spake, 

there cometh one from the ruler of the synagogue's house, saying to him, Thy daughter is dead; 

trouble not the Master. But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe 

only, and she shall be made whole. And when he came into the house, he suffered no man to go 

in, save Peter, and James, and John, and the father and the mother of the maiden. And all wept, 

and bewailed her: but he said, Weep not; she is not dead, but sleepeth. And they laughed him to 

scorn, knowing that she was dead. And he put them all out, and took her by the hand, and 

called, saying, Maid, arise. And her spirit came again, and she arose straightway: and he 

commanded to give her meat.  And her parents were astonished: but he charged them that they 

should tell no man what was done. (KJV) 

           The present Gospel is a lesson on the value of having strong faith in the Living, Loving 

and Merciful God. Jesus performed two great miracles in the present Gospel as a lasting lesson 

for believers interested in having strong faith. 

           The woman with the issue of blood for twelve years had her condition healed when she 

drew near and touched. Jesus restored life to Jairus’ daughter. 

Both miracles affect the depths of attentive believers’ hearts, minds and souls. 
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        Who but the Living, Loving, Merciful God could heal a medical condition of twelve years 

in duration with a single touch? Who but the Living, Loving, Merciful God could give life to a 

child already dead? 

       The Lord Jesus Christ once told His disciples: “with God all things are possible” (Mk. 

10:27) The present Gospel opens the heart, mind and soul to the unlimited possibilities of 

having faith in the Living, Loving, Merciful God. 

       Jesus told the woman with the issue of blood that her faith had made her whole. The 

restoration of life to Jairus’ daughter certainly is reason to place confidence and faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

      Today’s world is very challenging. Believers face personal responsibilities which can be 

very stressful. Parish churches struggle with continuing in an uncertain world filled with 

violence and multiple concerning social issues. 

       Husbands and wives have the challenge of raising sons and daughters in today’s world. 

Personal relationships in the home, school and at work are subject to different perilous 

influences. 

       Having order and peace in daily life are challenges believers contend with on a regular 

basis. The Lord Jesus Christ verified in the present Gospel the value of strong faith establishing 

peace in the heart, mind and soul. 

    Strong faith in God makes a difference in personal mental and physical health. Resolute faith 

in God guides families through the growth process desirable for husbands and wives,  parents 

and children. 

      Firmness of faith in God is necessary among church leaders and is essential in the clergy. 

Hunger in believers’ souls is adequately addressed only with the firmest of faith in God. 

      Parishes grow and are transformed in proportion to the faith in God held by the clergy, 

church leaders and parishioners. Families develop and mature in direct relationship to extent 

faith in God rests in members’ hearts, minds and souls. 

    Businesses and governments succeed when principles of faith in God are manifested in daily 

working relationships. Chaos, disorder and violence are evidence of the lack of faith in God 

     The Holy Prophets of old spoke about societal ills. Believers today have a choice whether to 

heed the Prophets. Believers today will choose whether to listen to the lessons of faith in the 

present Gospel. 

     Having strong faith in the Living, Loving, Merciful God is a voluntary action. Plenty of 

disbelievers exist in the world. There are always disbelievers. The woman with the issue of 

blood that was healed was a firm, patient believer. 

     Jairus had the wisdom to come to Jesus Christ when his daughter was ill and dying. Jairus’ 

decision to look to Christ proved beneficial beyond expectations. 

Jairus witnessed death being overturned by Jesus Christ, the Giver of Life. 

     Hearers of today’s Gospel will choose what they will do with facts presented in the Gospel. 

Believers taking the Gospel to heart will have their lives transformed. 

Attentive believers will experience the unlimited joy of new life in Christ. 
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    Parish churches hear this Gospel every year. When parishioners are attentive, the parish is 

transformed and renewed. Marriages are renewed and strengthened when husbands and wives 

increase their faith. 

   Hope emanates from the present Gospel. The darkness of death and illness are dispelled in 

today’s Gospel. Christ’s victory over illness and death are attested in the present Gospel. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

The Twenty Fourth Sunday after Pentecost. St. Paul the Confessor, Patriarch of 

Constantinople. Venerable Barlaam, Abbot of Khutyn. November 6/19, 2023. 

Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania. Father Rodney Torbic                                            

 

MAN’S PATH TO SALVATION ACCORDING TO THE TEACHINGS 

OF ST. STEPHAN OF FILEIKA 

St. Stephan affirms the need to adhere to the “guidance of the Orthodox Church alone” in the 

work of salvation. Salvation is accomplished precisely in the Church. For, “the evil spirit is 

cunning; it wasn’t hard for him to come up with many means for our ‘salvation’… but only not 

those that the Lord has legitimized.” However, it’s rare that we come across such statements in 

the Elder’s writings, probably because this position was self-evident for him and didn’t need to 

be continually affirmed. 

In Fr. Stephan’s understanding, the essence of the spiritual life consists not only in striving to 

acquire the mercy of God and the salvation of the soul, but also in abiding in real communion 

with God through the affirmation and active manifestation of faith in Christ. That is why spiritual 

reflection, going to church, prayer, psalmody, kneeling, frequent sincere Confession and 

Communion of the Body and Blood of Christ and especially reading and studying Patristic 

writings and the word of God are important components of the spiritual life that lead to the 

knowledge of God and, accordingly, to salvation. It should be noted that St. Stephan especially 

highlights the exclusivity of Sacred Scripture as an expression of the revelation of God. It is 

precisely Scripture that serves as the starting point in both acquiring and strengthening faith. 

Speaking about the path of salvation, St. Stephan very often relies on the teaching of the wide 

and narrow path (Mt. 7:13-14). According to him, there are only two life paths for man: One 

brings us nearer to Christ God and leads to blessings and blessed eternal joy, and the other, on 

the contrary, moves us away from Him, resulting in a curse and eternal torment. 

We can trace the origins of this teaching on the two paths in both the Old and New Testaments 

(Deut. 30:15, Jer. 21:8, 3 Kg. 18:21, Mt. 7:13-14, 2 Pt. 2:2, 15, 21). It may seem that Fr. Stephan 

based himself on the idea of the “two paths” as expressed, for example, in early Christian works 

such as The Didache, The Shepherd of Hermas, the Epistle of Barnabas, or numerous Patristic 

interpretations, but upon closer examination, we see that he independently and quite literally 

reveals the Gospel teaching about the path to salvation and the path to destruction. This idea is 

most fully explicated in his book The Two Paths. 

https://orthochristian.com/152888.html
https://orthochristian.com/110034.html
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Let’s consider his teaching, starting with the broad path. Fr. Stephan teaches that most people 

take the broad path, which leads to the destruction of the soul inasmuch as it is founded is not 

only the renunciation of Christ and on human sins, but also on complete concern for this earthly 

life and, as a consequence, forgetfulness of eternal life. The saint lists categories of people who 

are going this way. First are those who don’t believe in Christ. Second are Christians who are 

such only because of their Baptism, who don’t align their lives with Christian teaching and 

therefore live a rough worldly life, full of lust, covetousness, vanity, and deep indifference to 

those in need. The third type on this path are those “who, although they understand the truth of 

God, don’t do it and don’t teach it to others.” The main reason for this, according to the saint, is 

the lack of love for God and, as a consequence, unbelief in the word of God, which leads a man 

to estrangement from the life of grace with God and in the end, to eternal destruction. 

The narrow path to eternal life lies, on the contrary, in the separation of man from all things sinful 

and vain and in directly following and imitating Christ. According to the saint, the Lord, being 

the righteous Judge Who desires the salvation of all, Himself teaches how a man can receive 

justification from Him. The way that brings us closer to God is the way of the Cross: It leads us 

into the love of God and adopts us to God. The foundation of this path is faith in Christ the Savior 

and active service to Him through fulfilling His holy commandments. To walk this path in a 

salvific manner, we need the constant labor of a temperate and prayerful life, forcing ourselves 

to goodness and the good-natured patience of various sorrows, which St. Stephan especially 

emphasizes. The narrow path is also taken by those who had in repentance, “a heartfelt sorrow 

for their sins.” It is in following this path alone that man can arrive at spiritual-moral perfection, 

achieve direct unity with God, and come to a state of holiness. Fr. Stephan notes that the narrow 

path is an indispensable and necessary condition for a genuine Christian life, inasmuch as there 

is no other path but that indicated by Christ for a man who desires to save his soul. The very walk 

along the path of the Cross is a direct emulation and following of Christ. Thus, walking along the 

narrow path leads a man to that ideal of the Christian life beyond which lies eternal and blessed 

life with God. 

It should be noted that such a teaching is especially relevant for our times, when we hear more 

and more often, even from the mouths of Orthodox Christians, that salvation is possible without 

strictly following the commandments of Christ and Church piety, that salvation requires only the 

desire to be “a good person.” Meanwhile, both Holy Scripture (Mk. 16:16, Jn. 3:18, 36) and the 

Holy Fathers, including St. Stephan, testify to the impossibility of entering into eternal blessed 

life with God without Christ and His holy Church. Speaking about the path to achieving the goal 

of the Christian life, the salvation of the soul, St. Stephan builds a consistent system of ascent. 

The narrow pathThe starting point for him is the word of God and faith in it. Thus, several times 

he references Sacred Scripture teaching that without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb. 

11:6), but faith can come only from hearing the word of God (Rom. 10:17). St. Stephan teaches 

that salvation itself is impossible for those who neglect the revelation of God, because “no one 

can fulfill the will of another unless he first learns his commandments.” It was not without reason 
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that the saint advised every inhabitant of his skete to busy himself with reading the word of God. 

It is precisely reading or hearing Sacred Scripture that is the fount of God-pleasing faith, and as 

noted earlier, a means of strengthening it. 

It's important to note that St. Stephan is not talking about some general faith in God only as 

Creator—here is meant unconditional faith in Christ the Savior. This is precisely the most 

important aspect of salvation and the foundation of the aforementioned narrow path, since, based 

on the word of God, St. Stephan notes that “all those who do not believe in the Son of God are 

on the path to destruction” (cf. Jn. 3:18). The saint makes similar apologetic statements several 

times. According to him, faith in God the Savior must be the main value and define the entire life 

of a man, sanctifying and vivifying it. It is this kind of faith that gives rise to a desire to observe 

the commandments of God, “to mourn amidst prosperity … and to be comforted amidst suffering 

by the reward of eternal blessings.” 

The next important aspect on the path of salvation is reconciliation with God in Christ. In a way, 

this is about mutual reconciliation, for God’s reconciliation with us has already taken place in 

Christ, when God, having become Man, thus united us with Himself and reconciled us with God 

(2 Cor. 5:18), and called us His brethren (Heb. 2:11). Then, for salvation, a man must willingly 

receive this reconciliation, which is expressed in a living faith in Christ as Savior; and within this 

faith he must “subjugate his reasoning to the mind of Christ.” “In order to accept the promise of 

eternal life from Him, we must be humbled, or what is the same—be reconciled with God,” 

concludes Fr. Stephan. 

True reconciliation with Christ comes only through repentance. Man has fallen away from God 

through sin, therefore it is only through repentance that he can return to Him. It is precisely 

repentance that the Lord expects from man—it gives God cause to have mercy on souls. St. 

Stephan notes that only repentance and a firm intention to change our life and submit it to the 

commandments of God “give us the right to enter into the habitations of that Most Holy Being, 

Who hates all who work iniquity” (cf. Ps. 5:6). But a man must not only turn away from his sinful 

way of life, but must, with God’s help, hate sin itself. “Do not cease repenting; the Lord will help 

you hate sin; all that is repugnant to the soul cannot last,” St. Stephan admonishes. We must give 

up our imaginary human “truth” determined by our fallen human reason, repent, and “submit to 

His will and follow His teachings.” The depths of repentance consist in humility and heartfelt 

contrition. Without repentance, man remains among the “opponents of Christ,” and having no 

heartfelt contrition for our sins, we take the broad path to the destruction of the soul. 

True repentance in the form of human efforts, according to St. Stephan, is also paired with rebirth 

from above in the Sacrament of Baptism, in which man is given the possibility of becoming a 

child of God by grace, of being adopted to God, which must be perfected throughout his entire 

earthly life. But for man to achieve the fullness of spiritual life and glory, he must make his own 

efforts. Without true repentance and a change of life, man, although baptized, remains “dead in 

spirit.” These reflections give an answer to the topical question of why we see so many baptized 

people in our times who are absolutely not reborn to the spiritual life. Such people are likened to 

the foolish servant who, having received a talent from the Lord, hid it in the ground (Mt. 25:14-

https://orthochristian.com/129859.html
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30)—having received rebirth from above in Baptism, they as if again die unto life with God. If 

such people don’t change their lives, St. Stephan admonishes, they perish for eternity. Formal 

faith in Christ without actively following His teachings threatens man’s eternal life. According 

to the saint, only those who lead a spiritual life and do everything in accordance with the word of 

Christ will be saved. Thus, we can draw the indirect conclusion that the spiritual life of those who 

are baptized in childhood is subsequently found in spiritual awakening in adulthood, to which St. 

Stephan calls us. 

Describing the inner state of a man who has been reborn of the Spirit, St. Stephan writes that in 

such a man “the heart is warmed … and inflamed with unspeakable love for God.” Such a man 

preserves the constant memory and joy of God, conquers the world, thinks only about spiritual 

things, and completely clings to Christ in his spirit, no longer having any cares, and completely 

placing himself and all his life in the hands of God. In St. Stephan’s understanding, such a man 

is clothed in Christ and renewed in the image of Him Who created him. 

A direct consequence of reconciliation and repentance is the desire “to fervently fulfill the law 

[of God]” (that is, the commandments). Only the man who “listens to the words of the Lord and 

submits to His will” ascends to the path of salvation. The saint calls man to willingly fulfill them, 

as this is direct evidence of the manifestation of the love for God, and as a result, the salvation of 

man. This is confirmed by the Lord’s indication of the criteria of love for Him: If ye love Me, 

keep My commandments (Jn. 14:15), and again: If any man serve Me, let him follow Me (Jn. 

12:26). St. Stephan calls us to place Christ’s commandments of love for God and neighbor at the 

foundation of our human relationship and everything that surrounds us. In this case, everything 

that contributes to this love and unites us with God and our neighbors we must accept; while 

everything that separates us from them, we must try to avoid. Thus, man must renounce not only 

sin, but also enslavement to earthly, vain cares. 

According to St. Stephan, an important step in turning away from the broad path is renouncing 

communication with people who don’t live according to the commandments of God. Only in this 

way is it possible to “imperceptibly find ourselves on the narrow path that leads to eternal life.” 

Fr. Stephan sees the counterbalance to this communication with worldly people in the desire for 

silence, for solitude with God. He mainly understands silence as “lack of caring about anything 

mundane, detachment from vain earthly cares,” renunciation of the vain conversations of worldly 

men, prudent silence, and solitude. Reinforcing his reflections with the instructions of Sts. Isaac 

the Syrian, John Climacus, Arsenios the Great, and “Seraphim of blessed memory, the hermit of 

Sarov,” Fr. Stephan teaches that on the one hand, silence and solitude bring man closer to God, 

and on the other hand, “in addition to love for God, it is in silence that love for one’s neighbor is 

perfected.” 

The essence of such solitude is prayer, going deeper into the word of God and communion 

through the Scriptures “with the Lord Himself and with His saints … and with many Holy Fathers 

who lived before us … and so we can talk with them without any difficulty at any time and at any 

hour.” 
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Here we can find a harmony between St. Stephan’s thought and the view, for example, of St. 

Theophan the Recluse. The Holy Hierarch talks about how solitude is of great significance in the 

creation of the spiritual life. According to his teaching, there are two types of solitude. Complete 

removal from the world into the desert is only for men of a mature spiritual age. But another type 

of solitude—private and temporary—is available and useful for people living in the world. There 

are moments in the life of any follower of Christ every day when he is alone. These moments 

must be used for spiritual improvement. 

St. Stephan notes that the fullness of silence and solitude can be fulfilled only by people who 

come to the stature of the fullness of Christ (Eph. 4:13). But solitude is also necessary for “babes 

in the faith,” who must not only go deeper into the revelation of the Lord but also do everything 

possible to distance themselves from the vanity of the world, at least for a time, and abide in 

solitude and silence. Referring to the “wise Metropolitan Philaret of Moscow,” St. Stephan writes 

that we must do the things that are necessary for earthly life, but at the same time, by means of 

prayer and pious reflections, we must seek the Kingdom of God, think about God, and cling to 

God in mind and heart. Without renunciation of the world and communion with a silent, solitary 

life, man can’t fully understand the danger and perdition of his spiritual state. And it is this 

realization that brings man into godly sorrow and instills the fear of God in him. 

Priest Alexei Veretelnikov 

Translation by Jesse Dominick 

 

Services this Week 

 

• Friday 11.24.2023.- Holy Grea-Martyr Menas; 

Holy Mart. Stephen of Dechani, King of Serbia 

09:30 AM Divine Liturgy - 

• 25
th

 Sunday after Pentecost - 11.26.2023.- St  

John Chrysostom, Archbishop of 

Constantinople- 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

 

 

 

 

https://orthochristian.com/125330.html
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