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The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
(10.15.2023.)

Luke 6:31-36

And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love them
which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do
good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the

same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the
Highest: for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your
Father also is merciful. (KJV)

Believers are to live in conformity with the life and teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ.
The commitment made at Holy Baptism to live in ways pleasing to Jesus Christ is to be honored
throughout the remaining days of life.

Each day brings opportunities to conform with the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.
Through continued repentance serious believers discard ways of life that are far from pleasing
to Christ.

Upon exiting the baptismal font believers intend to remain pure and live in ways pleasing to
Jesus Christ. Sin creeps into believers lives as time passes. The sin requires being addressed.

The Lord Jesus Christ offers forgiveness through Holy Confession for believers choosing to
repent and begin life anew in Christ. Repentance and forgiveness bring joyful renewal.

The journey from the time of Holy Baptism until departure from this life can be many
years. The Psalmists speaks about life being seventy to eighty years.
(Ps. 89/90:10) Some believers live much longer.

The Christian life requires following the narrow path to God’s Heavenly Kingdom and
eternal life. (Mt.7:13-14) Today’s Gospel teaches that love of enemies and doing good without
expecting anything in return is part of that narrow path.

Believers constantly performing self-examinations determine the areas of life failing to be
Christ-pleasing. Immediate repentance is necessary when life fails to be pleasing to Jesus
Christ.




Growth in Jesus Christ is expected and possible throughout life when the mind is
functioning. The Holy Apostle Paul described the unlimited growth possible when writing to
the Corinthians.

Holy Apostle Paul wrote about unlimited growth in these words: “But we all, with open
face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” ( 2 Cor.3:18)

The Lord God is ever-present to guide believers from the Baptismal font to the Heavenly
Kingdom. God is within reach through prayer and in the Church.

God reveals the paths to follow in the Holy Scriptures.

The Holy Prophet Jeremiah offers these guiding words for life: “Thus saith the LoRrD, Stand
ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way, and walk therein, and
ye shall find rest for your souls.” Jeremiah 3:16)

The Lord Jesus Christ was very clear that seeking the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness are to be first and foremost in life’s journey. (Mt. 6:33) Careful and critical
thinking ensure life’s steps are God-pleasing.

Believers seriously and faithfully praying to God learn to discern the steps for daily life.
The Psalmist said: “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his
way.” (Ps.36//37:23)

Serious believers rely on the Holy Prophets for direction. Life’s decisions are not to be
hastily made. Consequences can be perilous when patience is abandoned and haste moves to the
forefront.

Holy Prophet Isaiah advises patience in decision-making: ... they that wait upon
the LoRrD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run,
and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint.” (Isaiah 40:31)

Intense fog will appear on the road of life from time to time. Serious believers will rely
on faith in God when making decisions to go forward in life. The Epistle to the Hebrews serves
as a reference on faith.

The Epistle to Hebrews states: “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence
of things not seen.” (Heb.11:1) God does not disappoint believers prayerfully seeking
guidance on the paths to the Heavenly Kingdom.

God is reassuring (Deuteronomy 31:8) God reveals His presence in daily life for believers to
know they are not alone in life’s journey. Believers with eyes to see and ears to hear will see
God’s verifying presence each day of life.

The Church is where believers learn to discern life’s paths and the pathways to God’s
Kingdom. The Church emphasizes the directions for life. Christ is provided in the Church as the
nourishment for life.

Today is the day to thank God for life and for providing the necessities of life’s journey.
Doing good to the ungrateful described in today’s Gospel is the way for believers to thank God.

Showing love for one’s enemies and to the unkind people met in daily life are ways to thank
God. When believers love enemies, the unkind and ungrateful, believers adhere to Christ’s
teachings and demonstrate genuine love for Christ.




Every Gospel message is an important guidepost on the journey to God’s Kingdom.
Attentive believers heed the God-provided directions in the Gospel. Thank God for today’s
Gospel for the present journey to the Kingdom.

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost. Holy Hieromartyr Gyrpian of Antioch. Blessed
Andrew, Fool-For-Ghrist. October 2/15, 2023. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania. Father Rodney
Torhic

Services this Week

“* Thursday 10.19.2023. -Holy Apostle Thomas- 09:30 A1
Divine Liturgy

% 20™ Sunday after Pentecost - 10.22.2023.- Holy Apostle
James, son of Alphaeus; St. Stephen, Despot of Serhia(the
Blind) - 10:00 AM Divine Liturgy




Donations October 8, 2023

Offering-$ 2,049.00 Candles - $56.00
Dues - $50.00

Building Fund
In Memory of Michael & Evelyn Raich from Ann (Raich) Luy,
Evelyn & Steve King and Michael & Mary Raich - $500.00

We are again taking donations for Large Candles, please visit
the candle room.
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Please visit our St. Nicholas Web Page https://stnicholasjohnstown.org
We have now added a “DONATE” button to make it easier for you to send your
donations. Please take a look.
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Anyone interested in running for and/or remaining on
the St Nicholas Church Council for 2024 must submit
their name and intent in writing to a member of the
nominating committee (Helene Gleason, Joseph Golden
and Carole McAllister) - You may also leave this
information in the Candle Room to the attention of the
Committee. All intentions due no later than Sunday,
November 12, 2023.

KOLO NEWS
The Kolo is having their annual basket party on Sunday, October
29th. Doors open at noon, drawing begins at 2p. Tickets are
$12. We are accepting baskets and monetary donations. Please
bring anything you wish to donate to the church AFTER the fish
fry on Friday, October 20t". See Kristina or Rose with any
questions or to purchase/reserve your tickets. Only 120 tickets
will be sold.




UPCOMING EVENTS
FISH FRY
Friday, October 20, 2023
BASKET PARTY
Sunday, October 29, 2023
FISH FRY
Friday, December 8, 2023
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Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, December 10, 2023

ks kR o e R o R
St. Nicholas Slava Celebration!!!

Sunday, December 17, 2023




