SUNDAY BULLETIN

Saint Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church, 971 St. Clair Rd, Johnstown, PA 15905
Rev. Presbyter Dragan Vukovic
(980) 309-6913
stnicholasjtown@gmail.com
SUNDAY, February 28, 2021
Sunday of the Prodigal Son

Holy Apostol Onesimus; Venerable Eusebius the Recluse

Epistle 1. Cor. 6:12-20. Gospel Luke 15:11-32

The Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11-32

And he said, A certain man had two sons: And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the
portion of goods that falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. And not many days after the
younger son gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance
with riotous living. And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that land; and he began to be
in want. And he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine. And he would fain have filled his belly with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto
him. And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my father's have bread enough and
to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, [ have
sinned against heaven, and before thee, And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one of thy
hired servants. And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great way off, his father saw
him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him. And the son said unto him, Father, I
have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be called thy son. But the father said
to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his
feet: And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and let us eat, and be merry: For this my son was dead, and
is alive again; he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry. Now his elder son was in the field: and
as he came and drew nigh to the house, he heard music and dancing. And he called one of the servants, and
asked what these things meant. And he said unto him, Thy brother is come; and thy father hath killed the
fatted calf, because he hath received him safe and sound. And he was angry, and would not go in: therefore
came his father out, and intreated him. And he answering said to his father, Lo, these many years do I serve
thee, neither transgressed I at any time thy commandment: and yet thou never gavest me a kid, that I might
make merry with my friends: But as soon as this thy son was come, which hath devoured thy living with
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatted calf. And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, and all that
I have is thine. It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad: for this thy brother was dead, and is
alive again; and was lost, and is found.( KJV)

Believers are blessed to contemplate the current Gospel in preparation for Great Lent.
This 1s a time to draw closer to God and move away from sin.
The returning prodigal son verifies the value of repudiating sin.

The prodigal son initially decided to live on his own and away from his father. The
youngest son took goods from his father and went off to a far county to live in a riotous way.

The young son wanted to be on his own. He distanced himself from his family. The
young son eventually became impoverished. The father’s servants had a better life than the

young son.



How many persons distance themselves from God, their families and fall into
sinfulness? All of us move away from God in the course of daily life and waste our resources
in ways not pleasing to God.

We all impoverish ourselves by not using our gifts and talents from God in ways most
pleasing to the Lord. The present Gospel encourages us to see our own ways of riotous
living and the need to return home to God.

Each believer can find him or herself in the prodigal son. The Church’s message of the
present Gospel is to return to God. Now is the time to return and experience the love of God
as exemplified in the Father in the Gospel.

Hunger in the soul moves a believer to seek nourishment from God. Hunger propelled
the prodigal son to return to his father’s house. Each believer will benefit from fully returning
to God as a result of the present Gospel.

The prodigal son was welcomed with great joy and love by his father. The father
celebrated. We know from Jesus Christ the joy that comes when a sinner repents. We are all
prodigal sons and daughters. We are all sinners.

Only Jesus Christ is perfect and without sin. Jesus said: “ I say unto you, that
likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine
just persons, which need no repentance.” (rk. 15:7)

God’s Holy Church provides the nourishment and welcoming love for prodigal sons
and daughters seeking to move away from sin. Conscious decisions to reject sin and to return
to God result in experiencing God’s healing love.

Prodigal sons and daughters are fully welcomed when beginning anew in Christ. The
present Gospel is direct encouragement from the Jesus Christ to return from the poverty of
sin and to experience the richness in Christ.

The prodigal son learned he could not live well without the love and support of his
father. He realized the shortcomings of living a riotous life. All believers have similar
periods of prideful blindness that lead to poverty for the soul.

All believers have periods of personal pride that leads to sinfulness in life without God.
Wisdom exists in heeding the lesson of the prodigal son in the present Gospel.

Wisdom exists in rejecting sin and returning to the loving God. Today is the day to
heed the message of God’s Holy Church. Today is the day to firmly reject life away from
God.

God’s Holy Church offers the Gospel for nourishment of all willing to listen
attentively. God’s Holy Church provides healing of depressed conditions arising out of the
soul’s poverty.

Strength is derived from the Gospel as exclaimed in God’s Holy Church. Life’s
purpose and direction become evident for believer’s seeking the Kingdom of God.

The Church is moving with certainty toward the celebration of Christ’s Resurrection.
The journey to Pascha is underway. Wise believers move forward in the journey with Christ
in faith and love.

The Sunday of the Prodigal Son. Holy Apostle Onesimus. Venerable Eusebius the Recluse.
February 15/28, 2021. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania. Father Rodney Torbic



Donations Sunday February 21, 2021
Offering - $737 Candles - $28.00 Dues - $100

Building Fund
In Memory of Sally Sharpe — John & Natalie Ofsanko - $50, Ed & Debbie Zapola - $50,
Mary Kelly - $100, Nick & Emma Saula - $50, Bernard & Peggy Uzelac - $50, Ed & Delores
Gartrell - $25, Dorothy & Robert Ullery - $25, Tracy & Webb Wangler & Family, $25,
Gloria Cernic - $10
In Memory of Vinny Czubak — Mike & Mary Raich - $20

Please keep the following in your prayers: Julie Lambrinos, Linda Palmer, Dragich
Banda, Danica Wess, Joanne Uzelec, George Moncilovich, Lazar and Irene Martinovich
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FISH FRY
Fish Fries have begun and will continue every Friday until at least Friday, April 2,
2021 from 3:00 PM to 6:30. Take out Only.
ALL HELP WILL BE GREATLY APPRECIATED!
(Please see Richard or Suzette Gardenhour for any information)

A Huge Thank You to all parishioners who helped with Friday’s Fish Fry. We could not
do it without all of your hard work and dedication to the church.
Our first one was very successful!! Ziveli na mnogaja ljeta!!!
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MEATFARE SUNDAY
(Last Day to eat meat until Pascha)
March 7, 2021
Take-out Luncheon following Divine Liturgy
CHEESEFARE SUNDAY
(Last Day before Great Lent)
March 14, 2021

Take-out Luncheon following Divine Liturgy
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If You Are Too Busy To Pray, You Are Too Busy



