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SUNDAY, JUNE 6, 2021

6th Sunday of Pascha — Sunday of the Blind Man
Epistle: Acts 16, 16-34 Gospel: John 9, 1-38
HRISTOS VOSKRESE! — CHRIST IS RISEN!
VAISTINU VOSKRESE! — INDEED HE IS RISEN!

John 9:1-38

And as Jesus passed by, He saw a man which was blind from his birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying, Master,
who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind? Jesus answered, Neither hath this man sinned, nor his
parents: but that the works of God should be made manifest in him. I must work the works of him that sent Me, while
it is day: the night cometh, when no man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world. When He
had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of the spittle, and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay, And said unto him, Go, wash in the pool of Siloam, (which is by interpretation, Sent.) He went his way
therefore, and washed, and came seeing. The neighbours therefore, and they which before had seen him that he was
blind, said, Is not this he that sat and begged? Some said, This is he: others said, He is like him: but he said, I am he.
Therefore said they unto him, How were thine eyes opened? He answered and said, A man that is called Jesus made
clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said unto me, Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash: and I went and washed, and I
received sight. Then said they unto him, Where is He? He said, I know not. They brought to the Pharisees him that
aforetime was blind. And it was the sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes. Then again the
Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. He said unto them, He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed,
and do see. Therefore said some of the Pharisees, This Man is not of God, because He keepeth not the sabbath day.
Others said, How can a man that is a sinner do such miracles? And there was a division among them. They say unto
the blind man again, What sayest thou of Him, that He hath opened thine eyes? He said, He is a prophet. But the Jews
did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind, and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that
had received his sight. And they asked them, saying, Is this your son, who ye say was born blind? how then doth he
now see? His parents answered them and said, We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind: But by what
means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for
himself. These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews: for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man
did confess that He was Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. Therefore said his parents, He is of age; ask
him. Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him, Give God the praise: we know that this Man is
a sinner. He answered and said, Whether He be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind,
now I see. Then said they to him again, What did He to thee? how opened He thine eyes? He answered them, I have
told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear it again? will ye also be His disciples? Then they
reviled him, and said, Thou art His disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. We know that God spake unto Moses: as for
this fellow, we know not from whence He is. The man answered and said unto them, Why herein is a marvellous thing,
that ye know not from whence He is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. Now we know that God heareth not sinners:
but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth his will, him he heareth. Since the world began was it not heard that
any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind. If this Man were not of God, He could do nothing. They
answered and said unto him, Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou teach us? And they cast him out. Jesus
heard that they had cast him out; and when He had found him, he said unto him, Dost thou believe on the Son of God?
He answered and said, Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him? And Jesus said unto him, Thou hast both seen
Him, and it is He that talketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. And he worshipped Him. (ksv)



The Sunday of the Blind Man

The present Gospel is well known to faithful believers of God’s Holy Church. This Gospel is
read each year following Pascha when Jesus Christ’s Resurrection from the dead is celebrated.

Today Gospel proclaims the Lord Jesus Christ resurrected the life of the man born blind.
Jesus Christ gave the man a new life with sight. The joy of always being able to hope in the
Resurrected Christ is verified in today’s Gospel.

Being born blind can be devastating to the person afflicted. Blindness affects not only the
person. The blind person’s family and friends are affected. This Gospel reading verified Jesus’
power to restore sight to the blind.

Blindness in human beings is not only physical. People may have the physical ability to see,
but are spiritually blind to the fullness of life possible with God. Spiritually blind people fail to see
God present in their lives and in the world.

Individuals blind to the presence of God in life have a limited view. They are deprived of the
joy, peace, love and hope emanating from the living God. Eternal life and the Kingdom of God are
not known to the spiritually blind.

Jesus Christ offers hope to individuals with spiritual blindness. Jesus Christ offers a bright
new and everlasting view of life. Jesus Christ offers Light to individuals living in spiritual darkness.

Jesus Christ describes Himself as the Light of the world. Darkness never prevails when Jesus
Christ is in sight. Light is synonymous with hope. Light and hope motivate persons to live with
great joy and draw strength from Christ.

Jesus Christ offers a life full of joy for individuals choosing to unite with and follow Him.
Jesus transformed the blind man’s life in the current Gospel. Jesus gave the man born blind a
completely new vision of life.

Jesus Christ gave the blind man’s parents reason to be filled with immeasurable joy. Family
members have reason to celebrate when a member with spiritual blindness is healed by Jesus Christ.

The Sundays following Pascha until the Feast of the Ascension are filled with messages of
great joy. The Paschal period is full of constant joy. Jesus Christ rising from the tomb enlightens
believers and repels the darkness in life.

Thank God for the Church proclaiming the Gospel message about the man born blind. Thank
God for Jesus Christ offering constant hope, love and healing.

Thank God for each person seeing life anew in Jesus Christ,

Centuries of dark periods in the world have not eradicated the Light of Christ. Dark forces
have not triumphed against the Light of Christ. The Church embodies the vision of everlasting life
in Jesus Christ.

Sunday of the Blind Man. The Venerable Simeon the Stylite of the Wonderful Mountain. May
24/June 6, 2021. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania.
Father Rodney Torbic



Services this Week
Apodosis of Pascha -(June 9th) - 8 AM Divine Liturgy
THE ASCENSION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (June 10t%) 8 AM Divine Liturgy
Seventh Sunday of Pascha - Holy Fathers of 15t Council (June 6t) - 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Donations Sunday May 30, 2021
Offering - $900.00 Candles - $53.00 Parastos - $25.00

Large Candles
In Memory of Julie Lambrinos from Kumovi Dan & Dyne Tomak
Blessings for 45 Years of Marriage and Peter’s 75" Birthday From Pete and Josie Todorich

ala aa afa afa a¥a aTa a¥a AT AT aTa a¥a 4V AV AV AV aVa aVs aVa aVa aTa
AR A SRR A SR A SR A SR A SR A S A R4 TR A SR A SR A SR A S A SR A A IR AR A SR A SR AS

Change in church time - Beginning TODAY Sunday, June 6, 2021.
Divine Liturgy will begin at 9:00 AM and continue to Sunday,
September 5, 2021.

Donations are being accepted for the purchase of flowers that filled the flowerpots
placed near the marquis, and at the entrances to the church.
Please see Pat Niel with your contribution

MEMORIAL SERVICES 2021
Memorial services at the Church cemeteries will be held as follows:

OLD ST. NICHOLAS CEMETERY - Saturday, June 19, 2021 - 9:30 AM
ST. PETKA CEMETERY - Saturday, June 19, 2021 - 10:30 AM - (Begin at Bottom)

The World Famous

June 4-5, 2021

Another Successful Venture of Our St. Nicholas Parish!!!
The Cevapi, Haluski and Slivo Cake shots were a huge hit and
the hospitality of all of our workers kept the crowd coming for
another “sell-out” event!

Thanks to everyone. Mnogaja Ljeta!!



