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Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Epistle: Rome 6, 18-23 Gospel: Matthew 8:5-13

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Matthew 8:5-13

And when Jesus was entered into Capernaum, there came unto him a centurion, beseeching him, And saying,
Lord, my servant lieth at home sick of the palsy, grievously tormented. And Jesus saith unto him, I will come
and heal him. The centurion answered and said, Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my
roof: but speak the word only, and my servant shall be healed. For I am a man under authority, having
soldiers under me: and I say to this man, Go, and he goeth; and to another, Come, and he cometh; and to my
servant, Do this, and he doeth it. When Jesus heard it, he marvelled, and said to them that followed, Verily I
say unto you, I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And I say unto you, That many shall come
from the east and west, and shall sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.
But the children of the kingdom shall be cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of
teeth. And Jesus said unto the centurion, Go thy way; and as thou hast believed, so be it done unto thee. And
his servant was healed in the selfsame hour. (kiv)

The power of God’s word is verified in the present Gospel. The believing centurion
asked Jesus only to speak the word necessary for healing his ailing and afflicted servant.

Jesus recognized the strong faith in the centurion. Jesus told the centurion to go his
way. The servant was healed according to the way the centurion believed. Complete faith in
Christ’s power to heal by His word rested within the centurion.

Today’s Gospel gives each attentive believer the opportunity to examine his or her
personal degree of faith in the Lord God. Each person hearing the Holy Gospel is exposed to
the Lord’s teachings.

Each person reading the Holy Scriptures learns about the word of God. Making the
word of God the governing way of daily life is the expectation for each believer. Having
complete faith in God’s word and power of God’s word rests with each person.

The world 1s full of teachings that run contrary to God’s word and seek to weaken the
faith of believers. Believers receive varying messages and are subject to worldly teachings
that attempt to dilute the Lord’s teachings.

The power of God will not be minimized or overcome. The Lord God created the
world. The Lord Jesus Christ defeated death and rose from the tomb following crucifixion
and burial.

The Lord’s word withstands all challenges and attempts to distort or weaken the power
of the Word. The centurion’s faith in Jesus’s word was well-placed. The centurion’s faith in
the Lord did not lead to disappointment.



Patience is an important lesson in the current Gospel. Believers do well to turn to the
Lord in faith and to wait patiently for the Lord to act. The centurion was patient in turning to
Jesus in faith.

Jesus healed the ailing and afflicted servant. The Lord validated the centurion’s
strong faith. Patient believers of each century have their faith in the Lord validated.
Attentive Scripture readers learn of the value of patience and faith placed in the Lord.

The Gospel of St. Luke states: “In your patience possess ye your souls.” wx21:19. The
centurion’s soul was rich with patience and faith in the Lord. The present Gospel lesson is
enriching for each receptive believer.

Joy emanates from the centurion’s faith and the Lord’s response to that faith.
Healing for the servant came from the centurion’s strong faith and the Lord’s action. The
ailing and afflicted servant became well and had a new opportunity at life.

God’s Holy Church teaches believers to value God’s word. The Church proclaims
God’s word consistently throughout the world and throughout the centuries. Church history is
rich with lessons of strong faith in God’s word.

Believers choose the way each moment of life is utilized. Wise believers fill the
moments of life with God’s word. Believers strengthen their faith by immersing the self in
God’s word.

The heart, mind and soul filled with God’s word have unlimited capabilities. The
impossible becomes possible with God. The ailing and afflicted servant in the present Gospel
was healed at a distance because of the centurion’s faith in Jesus’ word.

The daily news is filled with negativity. God’s word provides brightness, hope and
healing. God’s word serves to guide believers through the dark moments of life to the safe
harbor where heart, mind and soul are healed.

The ailing and afflicted servant in the present Gospel had his future changed
dramatically by the centurion’s strong faith. Employers with strong faith in the Lord make a
positive difference in the lives of their employees.

Workers with strong faith in the Lord make a positive difference in their daily work
environment. Family life improves when family members share strong faith in the Lord’s
word.

The Church proclaims the Holy Gospel at each Divine Liturgy to enrich and
strengthen attentive believers. God’s word 1s intended to change the believers’ behavior for
the better with each reading of the Holy Gospel.

May the centurion’s strong faith evident in the current Gospel be an enriching
example for receptive believers today. May God’s word bring healing to hurting minds,
hearts and souls.

Thank God for the opportunity to hear the Holy Gospel. Thank God for the Church
protecting, preserving and proclaiming the Gospel through the centuries. With gratitude, may
today’s Gospel fill our hearts, minds and souls.

The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost. Venerable Athanasius of Mt. Athos. Venerable Sergius

the Wonderworker of Radonezh. July 5/July 18, 2021. Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania. Father
Rodney Torbic



Services this Week
Holy Greatmartyr Procopius of Caesarea (Wednesday, July 21st)
8:30 AM Divine Liturgy
Divine Liturgy (Saturday, July 24*h) - 9:00 AM
5th Sunday after Pentecost (Sunday, July 25th) - 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Donations Sunday July 11, 2021
Offering - $1,687.00 Candles - $41.00 Dues - $150

Building Fund
Mitchell Saula - $200.00

Large Candles
In Memory of Julie Lambrinos from Kumovi Dan & Dyne Tomak
Blessings for 45 Years of Marriage and Peter’s 75" Birthday From Pete and
Josie Todorich
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SUNDAYMARKET@@MM@@

#SUNDAYMARKETCAMBRIACITY #STELLAJOHNSTOWN

Sunday, July 25, August 22, and September 26, 2021

We will be participating in Sunday Market @ Cambria City

8:00 AM -4:00 PM
The Choir will be working the booth on Sunday, July 25t
The Kolo on Sunday, August 22"
And
The Men’s Club on Sunday, September 26"



Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Recently we received a letter from my Brother in
Christ, Radenko Gurdeljevic, requesting financial
assistance for his third year of doctoral studies in the field
of philosophy of religion at the college at St. Basil of Ostrog
in the Republic of Serbia.

Radenko is the son of a fallen soldier of the army of the
Republic of Serbia and an unemployed mother

Your financial assistance would help Radenko devote
his energy to further his scientific research for the benefit
of our holy church.

I hope you can find it in your heart to financially help
Radenko in his time of need.

Your donations can either be made in cash or by check
to St. Nicholas Serbian Orthodox Church in care of Richard
Gardenhour, Treasurer.

If you have any questions regarding my request,
please contact me at 814-244-4063 or 814-255-1853.

Your Servant in Christ,
Father Dragan



