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The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Luke 6:31-36
And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye also to them likewise. For if ye love them
which love you, what thank have ye? for sinners also love those that love them. And if ye do
good to them which do good to you, what thank have ye? for sinners also do even the
same. And if ye lend to them of whom ye hope to receive, what thank have ye? for sinners also
lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend,
hoping for nothing again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the
Highest: for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. Be ye therefore merciful, as your
Father also is merciful. (KJV)
Holy Fathers of the Seventh Council
John 17:1-13
These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come;
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent. | have glorified
thee on the earth: | have finished the work which thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father,
glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee before the world was. |
have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world: thine they were,
and thou gavest them me; and they have kept thy word. Now they have known that all things
whatsoever thou hast given me are of thee. For | have given unto them the words which thou
gavest me; and they have received them, and have known surely that | came out from thee, and
they have believed that thou didst send me. | pray for them: I pray not for the world, but for
them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. And all mine are thine, and thine are mine;
and | am glorified in them. And now | am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and |
come to thee. Holy Father, keep through thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that
they may be one, as we are. While | was with them in the world, | kept them in thy name: those
that thou gavest me | have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the
scripture might be fulfilled. And now come 1 to thee; and these things I speak in the world, that
they might have my joy fulfilled in themselves. (KJV)




The Gospel is proclaimed in God’s Holy Church where believers come to learn about and
seek eternal life. The Church offers the opportunity for repentance of sin and unity with the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Believers receive nourishment for the soul and body when coming to God’s Holy Church.
The Church offers hope, peace and love in a world where violence, depression and depravity
can be found.

Believers coming to God’s Holy Church are expected to learn from and strive to be like
the Lord Jesus Christ. Church leaders are expected to be examples striving to live faithfully in
Christ.

Every person is a sinner and will fail in following Christ each day. Christ welcomes
believers to repent with every fall and to begin again. Prayer is essential in the effort to follow
Christ and to beneficially repent.

St. Luke’s Gospel for today describes the way of relationships pleasing to the Lord. St.
John’s Gospel for today speaks about eternal life. Each Divine Liturgy is an opportunity to
improve personal relationships and seek eternal life.

Christians are expected to remain active in the journey to God’s Kingdom from the time
of Baptism until departure from this life. Actively seeking God’s Kingdom and eternal life
require effort throughout life.

The Church offers teachings in each Divine service to strengthen the believer in life’s
journey. Priest’s offer sermons to benefit the soul. The contents of the services which are
chanted or sung provide rich nourishment for the soul.

Being attentive to the content when attending the Divine Liturgy and other services helps
the believer form a life pleasing to the Lord. Unity with Christ comes through repentance and
receiving the Precious Body and Blood of Christ.

Believers getting married in the Church begin their lives together on a solid foundation.
Parents raising their sons and daughters in the Church strengthen their children for the rigour
and challenges of adulthood.

Parents do well to be concerned about nourishing the souls of their sons and daughters,
Responsible parental upbringing of children includes teaching about loving Christ and learning
Christ’s love in the Church.

Both Gospels for today have lasting messages for life. Faithful believers work at having
healthy relationships in everyday life. Faithful believers earnestly seek the Kingdom of God and
eternal life.

The Divine Liturgy offers a foretaste of God’s Kingdom. When the heart, mind and soul
are open to Jesus Christ during the Divine Liturgy, Christ and the believer are united.

The Holy Spirit is at work during the Divine Liturgy and brings about a transformation in
attentive believers. Welcoming Jesus Christ into the heart, mind and soul benefits each believer.
The Divine Liturgy is offered every Sunday and on major feasts and on other occasions
during the year. The Divine Liturgy is to always be appreciated and held in highest honor in the

heart, mind and soul.




The Divine Liturgy is not to be taken for granted nor to be viewed as common place. The
Divine Liturgy has been protected through the centuries by many sacrifices and innumerable
martyrs and faithful believers.

Make the best of each opportunity to attend and participate in the Divine Liturgy. Be
grateful to experience Jesus Christ in the Church. Cherish every Divine Liturgy as the foretaste
of God’s Kingdom.

The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost. The Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the Seventh
Ecumenical Council\ October 10/23, 2022.Hidden Valley, Pennsylvania. Father Rodney
Torbic

The Prologue from Ochrid
St Nicholai of Zhicha

1. THE VENERABLE PARASCEVA [PETKA]

This glorious saint was of Serbian descent, and was born in the town of Epivat between
Selymbria and Constantinople. St. Parasceva's parents were wealthy, devout Christians. They
also had a son, Euthymius, who was tonsured a monk during his parents' lifetime, and later
became the famous Bishop of Madytos. The virgin Parasceva always yearned for the ascetic life
for the sake of Christ. After her parents' repose, she left her home and went first to
Constantinople, then to the wilderness of Jordan, where she lived the ascetic life until old age.
Who can express all the labors, sufferings and demonic temptations that St. Parasceva endured
in the course of her many years? In her old age, an angel of God once appeared to her and said:
"Leave the wilderness and return to your homeland; it is necessary that you render your body to
the earth there, and your soul to the habitation of the Lord." St. Parasceva obeyed, and returned
to Epivat. There she lived for two years in ceaseless fasting and prayer, then gave up her soul to
God and took up her abode in Paradise. St. Parasceva entered into rest in the eleventh century.
Over the course of time her relics were translated to Constantinople, to Trnovo, again to
Constantinople, and then to Belgrade. Her relics now repose in Romania, in the town of lasi. In
Belgrade, the well of St. Petka miraculously heals the sick who draw near with faith in God and
love for this saint.”

*) The Greek Synaxarion records the miraculous assistance of St. Parasceva on the island of
Chios in the year 1442 A.D. A certain Hieromonk Ambrose was celebraing vespers in the
Church of St. Parasceva. There was no one else present in the church. Toward the end of
vespers, a terrible storm struck with a great roar, and it rained torrentially the entire night.
Ambrose was unable to leave the church. Thinking that the whole island would be flooded and
everyone would perish, he began to pray to St. Parasceva to save his homeland and to appease
God's righteous wrath. Before dawn, sleep overcame Ambrose. It seemed to him as though the
roof of the church disappeared, and he saw a cloud of light in the heights, and within it stood a
noble-looking woman at prayer before God. After her prayer, she said to the priest: "Ambrose,
do not be afraid, your homeland is spared," and the rain ceased immediately. From that time on,
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St. Parasceva continues to be celebrated very solemnly on the island of Chios.

2. THE HOLY MARTYRS NAZARIUS, GERVASIUS AND PROTASIUS

Nazarius was born in Rome of a Jewish father and a Christian mother. His mother, Perpetua,
was baptized by the Apostle Peter himself. Confessing his mother's Faith, Nazarius sincerely
fulfilled all the precepts of the Church. Fearlessly preaching the Gospel, Nazarius went to
Milan. There, he found the Christians Gervasius and Protasius in prison, and ministered to them
with great love. Learning of this, the local eparch ordered Nazarius to be beaten and driven
from the city. His mother came to him in a vision and told him to go to Gaul, and to preach the
Gospel there; and this is what Nazarius did. After several years, Nazarius returned to Milan--
this time with a disciple, the young man Celsus, whom he had baptized in Gaul. There he found
the brothers Gervasius and Protasius still in prison, and he was soon thrown in with them by the
governor Anulinus. Christ's martyrs rejoiced because of this reunion brought about by God's
providence. Emperor Nero ordered Nazarius slain, and the governor brought Nazarius and
Celsus out of prison and beheaded them. Soon after that, General Astazius, passing through
Milan en route to battle against the Moravians, beheaded St. Gervasius along with St. Protasius.
He had heard that these two brothers would not sacrifice to idols, and fearing that he might lose
the battle by losing favor with his false gods, he commanded that they be executed immediately.
Gervasius and Protasius were twins, born of the blessed parents Vitalius and Valeria, who were
also martyred for the Faith. The relics of St. Nazarius were translated by St. Ambrose from a
garden outside the city to the Church of the Holy Apostles. The relics of St. Gervasius and St.
Protasius were revealed to him in a miraculous vision.

HYMN OF PRAISE
THE VENERABLE PARASCEVA--SAINT PETKA

"The Lord desires a pure heart":
Thus says the Gospel.
A pure virgin you remained,
And you gave your pure heart to God--
O most wonderful saint,
Saint Parasceva, our ideal!

The Lord seeks a most pure mind,
Without fancy and without falsehood;
And you presented Him your most pure mind,
Like that of an angel, of the same kind.

O most wonderful saint,

O Saint Parasceva, hearken to our petitions!

The Lord seeks a pure soul,
As a heavenly shrine;
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You perfected such a soul,
And now shine in heaven.
O most wonderful saint,
Parasceva, help us!

By your prayers, help us
In the misfortunes of life.
Through the clouds of earthly sorrow
Bring us light, like a rainbow--
O chaste virgin, most wonderful,
Holy Mother Parasceval

REFLECTION
Examples of how the saints themselves reveal their hidden relics to men justify the honor
rendered to the relics of the saints--not to mention the miraculous action of these relics, which
doubly justifies them. For a long, long time, no one could locate the grave of St. Parasceva.
Then it happened that a sailor died, and his body was carelessly laid in the proximity of the
saint's grave. When the body turned into carrion and began to emit an unbearable stench, a
monk who lived nearby summoned the peasants to help him bury the corpse. It happened that
they buried him in St. Parasceva's own grave. That night, St. Parasceva appeared in a dream to
one of those peasants (George by name) who had buried the corpse. She appeared as a beautiful
and exquisitely-adorned queen, surrounded by many glorious soldiers. She said: "George,
exhume my relics at once, and lay them in another place; for | can no longer endure the stench
from that corpse.” Then she told him who she was, and where she was from. The same night a
local peasant woman named Euphemia had the same dream. The next day, the peasants began to
dig and in fact found the relics of St. Parasceva. They were extraordinarily fragrant, and soon
proved to be miracle-working.
Concerning the relics of St. Gervasius and St. Protasius, St. Ambrose relates how their relics
were discovered in a similar manner. One night, two handsome youths and an old man appeared
to Ambrose, who was awake. He thought that the old man was the Apostle Paul. While the
young men remained silent, the old man spoke to Ambrose concerning them, saying that they
were Christ's martyrs, and that their relics lay in the very place where Ambrose was praying to
God at that time. He went on to say that everything else concerning them would be revealed in a
book that Ambrose would find in their grave. The following day, Ambrose recounted his vision
and began to dig, and found the relics of both men. From the book that he found he learned that
their names were Gervasius and Protasius. In the presence of St. Ambrose, a certain blind man
named Severus touched these holy relics and immediately received his sight.

CONTEMPLATION
Contemplate the wondrous healings worked by the holy apostles (Acts 5):
1. How many signs and miracles were performed through the hands of the apostles;
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2. How many of the sick were healed just by the shadow of the Apostle Peter.

HOMILY
on how the angels do battle for the righteous
The angel of the Lord encamps all around those who fear Him and delivers them (Psalm 34:7).
The angel of the Lord will do battle for those who fear God. This has been clearly shown many
times, as has been recorded; and it has occurred numberless times that have not been recorded.
The Archangel Michael took up arms for Joshua, the Son of Nun. An angel did battle for the
righteous King Hezekiah and, in one night, destroyed the army of the Chaldeans. How many
times have angels visited the Christian apostles and martyrs in prison, strengthened them, and
caused them to rejoice? The consolation of the righteous one comes from knowing that God is
All-seeing, and sees his misfortune; that God is Omnipotent, and has power to save him from
misfortune; that God is All-merciful, and will save him from misfortune. God will send His
radiant angel to the aid of the righteous. The righteous one will not have to struggle against his
tyrant, for the angel of God will do battle in his place. When God's angel takes up arms, what
army dares confront him? What empire will wage war against him? In an earlier Psalm, the
Prophet David says: No king is saved by the multitude of an army; a mighty man is not
delivered by great strength. A horse is a vain hope for safety (Psalm 33:16-17).
Hence, it does not help at all if the unjust, the worldly, are allies. When God's angel takes up
arms--all will burst as a bubble of water. Even when he was king, David remembered how, as a
mere shepherd boy, he killed Goliath, a giant who was armed to the teeth, with a slingshot. On
many occasions, David sensed the assistance of God's angel. That is why he could with
confidence console the oppressed but righteous ones with these words of comfort and strength:
the angel of the Lord encamps around all who fear the Lord, and who serve Him, and an angel
of God will deliver them.
O my brethren, let us not doubt these words, but carefully consider, on a daily basis, how the
angel of God leaves us in sorrow when we sin, and how he hastens to our assistance with joy
and unspeakable power when we repent and implore God's mercy.
O Lord God, our Creator, the King of myriads of angels: forgive us, and save us, and protect us
by Thy holy angels.
To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen.

Services this Week
¢ Thursday — 10.27.°22. —Venerable Mother Parasceva the Serb-
09:30 AM Divine Liturgy
¢ Friday — 10.28.°22 — PARACLESIS - THE OFFICE OF
SUPPLICATION TO SAINT NECTARIOS -05:00 PM — Confession
% 20" Sunday after Pentecost— October 30" — 10:00 AM Divine
Liturgy




Donations October 16, 2022
Offering - $732.00 Candles - $67.00 Dues - $100.00
Building Fund
In Memory of Beverly Stipanovich
Michael & Mary Raich - $25

Large Candles
In Memory of Julie Lambrinos from Dan & Dyne Tomak

In Memory of Steve & Stella Baich from Kathy & Gerry Szmyd
In Memory of Connie Bartis from Rick Kondas
In Memory of Father, Mike Tumbas from Milica Knepp
In Memory of Linda Zedlar Griffiths from Milica Knepp

In Memory of Christine and Charles from Olga Bulich
e o o

NEXT FISH FRY
FRIDAY DECEMBER 9, 2022
Please see Donna Zimmerman or Suzette if you can help!

Bt T o o e e

NUT ROLLS
FOR SALE - $10
B o b e T i

Anyone interested in running for and/or remaining on the St Nicholas Church

Council for 2023 must submit their name and intent in writing to a member of the
nominating committee

(Carole McAllister, Joseph Golden and Helene Gleason) You may also leave this
information in the Candle Room to the attention of the Committee.

B o o e et e e Tt o T o

Fish, Fries and Cole Slaw Lunch
TODAY - Sunday October 23rd

Following Divine Liturgy
o b R R R b

VISIT OUR WEBSITE!!

https://stnicholasjohnstown.org
Thanks Brady (Malichi) Doyle for the Great update!




